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A Message of Thanks

How can I convey in few words all that is in my heart in view of the

approaching Foreign Mission Day? Almost every mail brings me sincere

congratulations for the part I have had during many years in the missionary

work of our beloved Church. These dear friends also are most sanguine as

to the results of the Jubilee Thank Offering. Praise the Lord for their hopes

and expectations

!

Nothing hr.s been a greater help and comfort to me in my work as Secre-

tary of the Board of Foreign Missions than the cheer and support of our

pastors and people. I wish to assure them again of my deep and lasting

gratitude.

The glory that gathers around the supreme work of Foreign Missions

belongs to the Lord and to the loyal men and women who have given of their

lives and substance to this sacred cause.

No bestowal of praise for my work can compare with the joy that THE
FULL PAYMENT OF THE DEBT will impart to my heart. This can

be done, and I believe it will be done, but it will require the united efforts of

all who wait upon the Lord and who long to see Jesus reign o'er all the earth.

The Jubilee Anniversary is a golden opportunity for the friends of Foreign
Missions to show their interest by their gifts in a redemptive work that

encircles the globe.

ALLEN R. BARTHOLOMEW.

In Japan, In China and In

They Are Waiting for Our Answer
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Julia Hall Bartholomew

All thr rartlj Bhall mnrsl^ip aljFr, anJi Hball Bi«5 unto (iItPF;tljry shall Hing

to Slip Namr. — J^aalm HH:4

We praise Thee, O God our Creator ; unto
Thee do we give thanks, O God our exceeding

Joy, who daily pourest Thy benefits upon us.—Simon Patrick.

'I know not if the blessing sought
Will come in just the way I thought.
I leave my prayers with Him alone
Whose will is wiser than my own."

Without first love we may retain ceaseless

activity, immaculate purity, severest ortho-
doxy, but there will be no light shining in a dark
place.

—G. Campbell Morgan.

O look upon our contrition, and lift up our
weakness, and let the dayspring yet arise within
our hearts, and bring us healing, strength and
joy. —James Martineau.

Faith came singing into my room.
And other guests took flight

;

Fear and Anxiety, Grief and Gloom
Sped out into the night.

I wondered that such peace could be,

But Faith said gently, "Don't you see,

They really cannot live with me?"—Elizabeth Cheney.

What is gold compared with the power to
speak and laugh and love? What is a diamond
compared with the instinct to pray?

—George A. Buttrick.

Christ assumes the form in which we invite
Him, and in which we most need Him.—Frederic C. Spurr.

"For, oh, the Master is so fair.

His smile so sweet to banished men,
That they who meet Him anywhere
Can never rest on earth again!"

Notice His question, "What seek ye?" This
is Christ's question to all who begin to go after
Him. He wants us to know ourselves just what
it is that we are seeking.

—J. R. Miller.

Faith is an outward look: it does not look
within. It is not what I think, or what I feel,

or what I have done, but it is what Jesus
Christ is and has done that is the important
thing for us to dwell upon.

—D. L. Moody.

Our gold will buy us many things,

—

But when I searched in every mart
I could not buy a happy heart

:

The price of this is love, not gold,

—

Great love for others, I was told.

—H. G. Perry.

He built no kingdom, yet a king from youth

;

He reigned, is reigning yet, they call His
realm

The kingdom of the truth.—Therese Lindsay.

Lead Thou us from the lower life to the bet-
ter life, that little things may lose their power
to vex us. —George Dawson.

Make me, in thought, word, and deed, to love
Thee, and thank Thee, and praise Thee, and
praising Thee to love Thee more, and know
Thee more.

—E. B. PusEY.

Forgive the sins I have confessed to Thee,
Forgive the secret sins I do not see,

That which I know not. Father, teach Thou me,
Help me to live

!

—C. Maud Battersby.

5Il|p Praupr

MAKE us to sing Thy song in the light, and in the night to touch Thy hand and be at peace.
Grant, we pray Thee, with all other blessings. Thy best gifts, thankful and trustful hearts,

that Thou mayest be our Lord and King for evermore.—Amen.
Hexrv W. Foote.
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OUR MOTTO: The Church a Missionary Society—Every Christian a Life Member

THE TRIBUTE OF A BOARD MEMBER
Elder David A. Miller

AFTER a continuous service of twenty-five years as Secretary of the Board of

Foreign Missions, it is the rare privilege of the Rev. Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew
to enjoy the esteem, respect, and highest confidence of his fellow Board members.

Seldom, indeed, are men privileged to serve so long in such a responsible posi-

tion, and ripen into old age under circumstances so pleasant as surround this much-
loved man.

It is the recompense of consistent and conscientious labor of long years, guided

by an unfaltering faith in the Lord and in the Church.

Forty years ago, when he was elected a member of the Board, he was also chosen

its Secretary, and served for three and a half years in connection with his Trinity

Church pastorate at Pottsville, Pa. His letter of acceptance at the time showed his

clear comprehension of the work ; it is reproduced now to show that his conception

then has been maintained through all these years.

Pottsville, Pa., July 19, 1887.

Rev. David Van Horne, D.D.,

President of the Board of Foreign Missions.

My dear Brother

:

After a season of earnest prayer and careful study, I greatly rejoice that the God
of all grace and truth enables me to accept the call to the Secretaryship of the Board
of Foreign Missions. The growing consciousness that this is the Lord's doinj^: con-

strains me to lay my life anew on His altar with the fervent prayer that He will con-

secrate me to this special work.

Your kind information, and my profitable conference with Father Kelker, has

made plain my duty to enter this new sphere of Christian activity. The earnest call

lodges in my heart and I cannot get rid of it.

It is needless for me to restate my difficulties in arriving at a decision. The
assurance of the confidence and the support of the Board in my arduous labors

encourages me to go forward in the name of the Lord and in the cause so dear to

my heart.

Pardon my reference to a coincidence, which to me is remarkable, since I shall

be the successor of dear Dr. Johnston. By a singular Providence, I had the privilege

to visit our late Secretary during the afternoon of his death. He knew me, but he

spoke entirely in the language of Holy Writ. He died like the saints of all ages with

a prayer on his trembling lips. In approaching the throne of grace with the dear fam-
ily I felt that the place was holy, for the angels were already waiting to bear his spirit

into the home of the blest. I bade him farewell in the sweet hope of an eternal

reunion in the Father's house on high, and he gave me his usual blessing at parting:

''The Lord be with you."
I pray God that his mantle of a ripe experience, an impressive elocjucnce. and a

burning zeal may have fallen on me thai and tlicrc.

51



52 The Outlook of Missions [February,

There is a great work for us to do in the world. We have begun a good work
in Japan. The present is the missionary opportunity of our Church. Now the door

stands open. Today the heathen call. Let us improve the golden hour, for the Lord
has much people in the Empire of the Rising Sun.

I sincerely trust that the death of a tried and efficient Secretary, and the return

of a true and loval missionary, will cause the light in our dear Zion to shine more and
more unto the perfect day. May the great Captain of our salvation lead us on till

every soul be won, for Jesus' sake.

Yours in the bonds of the Church,
A. R. Bartholomew.

The Board was reorganized on April 15, 1873. In 1887, when Dr. Bartholomew
entered the Board, there were five missionaries on the field. The budget of expenses

was $11,000 per annum, and the Secretary's salary fixed at $200. This amount was
increased in 1889 to $600, during the time Rev. S. E. Stofflet, now of Hazleton, Pa.,

served as assistant pastor.

\Mien Rev. Mr. Stofflet was called to Waynesboro, Pa., in 1890, Dr. Bartholomew
resigned as Secretary, due to the earnest request of his parishioners. The Rev. Dr.

Samuel X. Callender was elected, and served the Church very acceptably until Janu-
ary, 1902, when he resigned at an advanced age.

One can readily see how during the first fifteen years, as Secretary and member
of the Board, Dr. Bartholomew had some wonderful experiences, so that when the

call came to him at the annual meeting of the Board held in Grace Church, Philadel-

phia, March, 1902, he was the one man to whom the members looked to accept the

position. The Doctor was then pastor of Salem Church, Allentown, Pa., one of the

largest in the denomination, at a remuneration larger than the Board's offer as salary.

After three months of mature deliberatior he accepted the challenge. The Philadel-

phia office was established, by invitation of the Publication Board, and for the first

time the Board had permanent headquarters. Dr. Callender had resided at Mechan-
icsburg. Pa., and the meetings were usually held in Salem Church, Harrisburg.

Now began the larger constructive work. There had been a gradual develop-

ment of the missionary spirit throughout the Church during the twenty-five years of

the Board's reorganization, but the progress had been slow. The annual offerings in

1901 were $39,759.19.

When Dr. Bartholomew became Secretary in 1902, he was urged to institute a
more aggressive policy. One of his first duties was to provide the funds to pay for

the London Mission property at Yochow City, China, the purchase of which laid

the foundation of our China Mission. The Board, then, as now, looked to him to lead

the way. The result of these twenty-five years is an intelligent appreciation of the

work of Foreign Missions, greater liberality on the part of the members, and a deeper
interest in all the work of the Church, besides 116 missionaries on the field, over 300
native workers, and property valued at nearly $2,000,000. These figures tell a story

all their own.
Without aggressive leadership these results could not have been achieved. Dr.

Bartholomew has a faith in the divine leadership that does not swerve.

He has been able to transfer this faith to others. He goes ahead while others

wait.

He has never lost sight of the bigness of the job.

His sympathy has no bounds. The call from far away is to him as loud as if it

were nearby.

He is reasonable, ready to listen to his fellow-members on the Board, and if

theirs is a better plan, adopt it.

He is tactful and conciliatory. The many problems that come from the field, and
those arising at home, require these talents.

He is aggressive, and ever ready to go forward.
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He is cheerful. The burdens of the missionarv and the Board are all the lighter
for this.

' ^

He enjoys the good will and support of his Board.
The men of the Board recognize that with a Church at work at home and a

contented and happy missionary force abroad the harvest for the Kingdom of God
will be large. The Secretary of the Board has done much to bring about these
conditions.

Forty years ago in his first letter of acceptance he said, 'T will go forward in the
name of the Lord." His absolute reliance on the Lord has been the secret of his
strength through the years. He has been enabled to do the work of two men.

His early conceptions have not changed, and if he were to write anew his accept-
ance today, it would differ from that of forty years ago only in greater zeal to obey
the Great Commission of Christ our Lord.

THESE TWENTY-FIVE YEARS
Rev. A. V. Casselman, D.D.

THE election of Rev. Allen R. Bar-

tholomew, D.D., to the secretary-

ship of the Board of Foreign Missions,

at its annual meeting twenty-five years

ago, was an action of supreme signifi-

cance and importance to the Church. At
the same meeting the writer was elected

the first Field Secretary of the Board.
This latter election was a comparatively
minor matter and is mentioned here only

for the purpose of establishing a rather

exceptional right to speak somewhat inti-

mately of Dr. Bartholomew's Twenty-
fifth Anniversary.

Under the leadership of Dr. Bartholo-

mew during these twenty-five years, cer-

tain definite characteristics have appeared
and persisted in the life and work of the

Board of Foreign Missions, and through
the mediation of the Board have become
not only apparent but increasingly dom-
inant in the activities of our Missions and
missionaries. These same evident char-

acteristics are but the projected person-
ality of the man of God in whose heart

they found existence and in whose life

they found expression. Perhaps we shall

be the better able to see them in their

completeness if they are presented sep-

arately. Like the component parts of

many complete things, they are seven.

First of all, in the missionary work of

the Board for the past twenty-five years

there has been constantly in evidence a

new and ever-renewed vision. Dr. Bar-
tholomew is pre-eminently a seer. When
it became advisable and necessary to pub-
hsh a periodical for the information and

inspiration of the Church in matters mis-
sionary. Dr. Bartholomew called it Tin-
Outlook of Missions. It was just like
him to name it thus. His whole life is

one outlook of missions. For all these
years he has been the missionary look-
out on the ship of Church. There have
been violent storms, but he has lashed
himself to the mast and refused to come
down. There has been thick weather
below, but always in the fog his voice has
been heard aloft saying, "All's well up
here. Straight ahead.'' His has ever
been a fonvard look. He may have looked
back now and again, but it was always
and only for the purpose of noting prog-
ress. His has not only been a forward
look but it has been likewise a far look.
It has taken faith betimes for near-
sighted folk to follow him, but their faith

has never been in vain. And. while his

vision has been forward and far, it has
at the same time been a icicle vision. The
whole field of missionary endeavor has
constantly been under his eve. Perhaps
the predominating characteristic of our
missionary work for the last quarter of
a century has been vision—and again,
predominatingly. Dr. Bartholoniew's
vision.

Another important result secured to

our missionary operations in these twenty-
five years has been the development of
an adequate and increasingly efficient

missionary policy. To be sure, our mis-
sionary pioneers, who in these years were
in the prime of their missionary vigor,

together with their more youthful co-
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laborers, had no small part in effecting

this desired result by the contribution of

experience and counsel. But it was the

master mind of Dr. Bartholomew which
co-ordinated and articulated the various

source materials from home and abroad

into a definite policy for the Church. In

his wide and cordial interdenominational

contacts Dr. Bartholomew has never

ceased to be a keen and observant student

of national and international missionary

principle and practice. In consequence,

for the first time in and for our Church
there has been developed under his lead-

ership that thing so absolutely essential in

these world-wide days—missionary states-

manship.

The establishment of a definite mis-

sionary policy was very naturally fol-

lowed by a third characteristic of these

twenty-five years—appropriate planning

and effective promotion. During this

period the missionary task of the Church
was surveyed in its entirety from time to

time as occasion demanded. Then plans

were wisely laid for satisfying the de-

mands of the immediate present and pro-

viding for the opportunities of the future,

as they appeared. In the early days of

our missionary administration plans were
made for the most part to meet the

emergency of situations as they arose.

Under the leadership of Dr. Bartholomew
the plans have been far-sighted and long-

distance ones, so that when the emergency
arose there were immediately present

methods and means with which to meet it.

In truth, I rather suspect that there have
been occasions when Dr. Bartholomew
even planned the emergency ! With the

effective promotion prepared to present

these plans to the Church and make them
operative there, we are all familiar. This
very familiarity proves the effectiveness

of the promotion. Trace back these

methods of missionary propaganda which
have become a very part of the Church's
life and you will find that the great

majority of them originated in the fertile

field of Dr. Bartholomew's missionary

genius.

Another feature of our missionary

work for these twenty-five years which
calls forth commendation is the ever-

increasing liberality of missionary offer-

ings. That we have not attained unto
perfection in this matter, none will refuse

to admit ; but that we are progressively

on the way to that goal, none will deny.

Now it takes a liberal man to lead other

men to liberality. Such an one is Dr.
Bartholomew. It is to be doubted whether
there is any official in the Church who has

given more liberally to the cause he rep-

resents than Dr. Bartholomew. It is in

his heart, this thing. Years ago it was
my delightful privilege to be a guest in

his home on his birthday. When we
uncovered our plates at breakfast that

morning, each of us found thereunder a

gift of money. It was his birthday, but
we got the presents. It was his birth-

day party, but it was our surprise party.

It is this liberal heart of his that has made
him our peerless leader in liberality.

Still another thing which has been
delightfully characteristic in these twenty-
five years of missionary administration is

the personal interest and touch brought to

the work and to the workers by Dr. Bar-
tholomew in his official capacity as Sec-
retary. To no one is this fact more sig-

nificantly known than to the mission-
aries. Every one of them is the object

of his special care. He is their shepherd
and he "knoweth his sheep by name.''

Every missionary realizes that he may go
straight to Dr. Bartholomew with any-
thing and be assured of an immediate
hearing. The same intimate knowledge
is his with regard to the work. He is per-

sonally interested in every phase of it and
is in intelligent touch with every portion

of it. His contact with the home Church
reveals the same intimate characteristics.

It is to be doubted whether any other
missionary Secretary in America writes

as many personal letters as Dr. Bartholo-
mew. It is the rule of his office that every
communication received shall have his

personal attention and reply. W^hether
the toll that it takes of his time and
energy is in value received may be ques- i

tioned. But it is his way. And who that •

knows it does not love it ?

Closely associated with this last-men-

tioned feature is another characteristic of
Dr. Bartholomew's leadership which is

a thing so intimate, so personal that one
hesitates to speak of it lest he spoil it. It



19271 The Outlook of Missions 55

is not a thing to be dragged about for

public exhibition ; but for these twenty-

five years it has been a part of our mis-

sionary history so real that mention must
needs be made of it. It is that quaHty

of soulful sympathy and tender-hearted-

ness which has penetrated and permeated

the official relations of our beloved Sec-

retary of Foreign Missions. The mis-

sionaries know this full well. Their joy

has been his joy; their sorrow, his sor-

row ; their success, his success ; their dis-

tress, his distress. With the change of

a single word he could say with the Mas-
ter Missionary : ''That which cometh upon
me daily, the care of all the mission-

aries. Who is weak and I am not weak?
Who is offended, and I burn not?" And
the pastors know it, too. How often in

the church judicatories, when some great

crisis of Missions was on and difficult

requests had to be made, have we heard

his sympathetic voice say, "Brethren, I

still have the heart of a pastor and I know
what this means to you." Thank God for

a Secretary with a great heart.

Then, finally, there has been ever-pres-

ent in these twenty-five years the chal-

lenge to continued advance. The way
forward has not always been easy and
upon occasion it has been hidden and
unseen. But there has always come to

the Church the challenge to advance by
sight, if possible, or, that failing, then by
faith. We have had in a recent five-year

period what was known as ''The Forward
Movement" ; but Dr. Bartholomew has

been leading a forward movement of his

own for twenty-five years. Last year

much was said in the Church about the

Forward Movement finish. It is charac-

teristic of him that, when Dr. Bartholo-

mew, as one of the commissioners of the

Forward Movement, was asked to write

an article summing up its work, the bur-
den of his message was that the Forward
Movement was not finished but only
begun. For him the forward movement
of missions will never end. There is no
more crucial question before the Church
now than this: After a generation of
leadership in progress, shall this man of

God, now when the burden of years
begins to weigh heavily upon him, be
compelled to substitute for his customary
challenge to advance, a call to retreat?

God forbid

!

However, the finest thing which can
be said about this anniversary of Dr. Bar-
tholomew's is that it is not his at all.

When Paul and Barnabas came back to

Jerusalem to report their missionary
activity to the home Church, we are told

that "they declared all things that God
had done with them." We turn from
the man of God to the God of the man.
The happenings of these twenty-five years
are but the record of what God has been
doing with His servant. The man is but

an incident in the Providence of God. In

the celebrating of this anniversary we are

not merely applauding a person ; we are

approving a plan, a divine plan. Now
there is no finer commendation this side

of heaven than for the Church of God to

identify the life work of a minister of

God with the plan of God. With respect,,

honor, and love the Church at this time

affectionately makes this identification in;

the matter of the secretarial life of Dr.

Bartholomew during these twenty-five

years and in doing so records its con-

fident expectation that future years will

reveal the more fully the great contribu-

tion Dr. Bartholomew has made to that

ultimate aim of all missionary organiza-

tion and administration—the accomplish-

ment of the missionary enterprise.

AX APPEAL TO THE PASTORS OF OUR CHURCH

Dear Brethren :

Conditions that could not be foreseen

by the keenest human intelligence are in

the main responsible for the major part

of the present indebtedness of the Board
of Foreign Missions.

Why did the Board allow itself to get

into such a condition ? How did this debt

come about? Would not ordinary busi-

ness sense have prevented such a situa-

tion, as we are now in, from arising?

Faith must necessarily be a large

element in such an enterprise as Foreign

Missions—faith in (iod and faith in the

membership of the Church.

When a college Iniilding ])nrns to tlie
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ground, when, through a sudden war the

rate of exchange reduces the missionary's

salary by one-half, when a devastating

famine stalks at the very door of the mis-

sionary workers, when unexpected death

invades the missionary ranks, when
faithful missionaries can only be rescued

from the grip of bandits and from proba-

ble ruthless slaughter, by the payment of

ransom money, only two ways are open

to the Board of Foreign Missions.

One is to say, We have no money to

rebuild the school, to pay the mission-

aries, to relieve the famine, to bury the

dead and take care of the living, or to

rescue the workers from a living or

actual death.

The other is to say. Surely the Church
will not want us to stand by helpless and
impotent in these unforeseeable emergen-
cies. Therefore, with faith in God and
our Church we will do what Christian

men must needs do, under such circum-

stances, whether the resources for doing
it are in hand or not, in the confident

assurance that the Church will honor our
faith.

My firm conviction is that any other

fifteen men of our Church, eight min-
isters and seven elders, would have done
substantially the same as our present

Board, under similar circumstances,

because there was nothing else to do.

For these are not imaginary situations,

but actual experiences through which we
have passed, and these are responsible

for the greater part of our debt, as you
will see from the records.

I am a pastor and know your problems,

but I also hold a responsible position on
your Board of Foreign Missions and I

adjure you with all the earnestness at my

command that you help us to arouse our
entire Church to a sense of the urgency in
the present situation.

Assurance is coming to us on every
side that men will do their utmost to help,
but we need the co-operation of all. Will
you not lay this cause before your people
in the strongest and most sympathetic
manner possible, and urge upon them the
necessity of the whole Church pulling
together to lift this crushing burden out
of the way of progress of the Kingdom
of God?

God uses human instruments in the
accomplishment of His purposes. My
visit to the Foreign Field has revealed to
me the magnitude of the work which He
has done largely through our Secretary,
Dr. Bartholomew, and this estimate of
his achievements is borne out by the
many tributes to the character of our
Missions in Japan, China and Meso-
potamia, by members of other denomina-
tions as recorded in our Church papers.

Dr. Bartholomew does not need our
praise or the honor that we wish to be-
stow upon him, but we need, for our own
good, the sense of appreciation for such
noble and unselfish service; and for the
integrity and good name of our Church,
we should not allow his heart to be
crushed, by refusing to honor his faith

in God and in us.

God grant us all to see our duty in the
light that radiates from the cross of His
Son.

Fraternally and sincerely yours,

C. E. Creitz, President,

Board of Foreign Missions.

Reading, Pa.

These were sent to Japan
and China in 1926. When
the need is so great, shall

we send no workers to fill

vacancies ?

Your Gift Will Be the
Answer



Home Missions
Charles E. Schaeffer, Editor

GLEANINGS FROM CHURCH

DURING the month various Bulletins

and pastoral letters come to our desk

from our Missionaries, and these contain

many interesting items which we often

wish we could share with you. The fol-

lowing paragraphs have been picked out

at random, and we trust that they will

prove of interest and of help to those who
may read them

:

''Have faith in yourself and your power
to do and others will believe in you. Have
faith in others and they will measure up

to your faith. What good comes of

skepticism? Faith faces facts and knows
what it must do to win. It does no good

to undermine all life by skepticism. Few
things fail born of high faith. Faith for-

gives and lifts. It does not destroy.

Faith belongs to the living, achieving

soul. 'This is the victory that overcomes

the world, even our faith.'
"

—

Bulletin of

Grace Church, Buffalo, N. Y., Rev. J. IV.

Neville.

"The importance of regular and con-

scientious attendance upon the services of

God's House cannot be stressed too much.
The cause of Christ, the Church itself,

and even the kingdom of God, are de-

pendent upon those who look with con-

scientious scruples and with seriousness

upon their obligation to be in their places

in God's House at the stated time. Those
who count are the regular, day in and day

out, faithful, loyal, dependable, reliable,

constant, enduring, ever-present, soldiers

of the cross. These are they, too, who
procure for themselves the greatest degree

of satisfaction and the largest measure
of reward. Every hour you spend in

church makes you that much more of a

man. Don't stay away from church be-

cause it is not of your denomination ; the

same excuse would keep one out of

heaven. Go to church to compare your-

self, not with other men, but to bring your

BULLETINS AND LETTERS
life alongside the life of the Man of

Galilee. Your whole family will feel

better if you go to church regularly."

—

Bulletin of St. Stephen's Church, Har-
risonburg, Va., Rev. J. S. Garrison.

* * *

"How much does the Church mean to

you? To some it means a great deal and
to others it seems to mean very little. We
have noticed, however, that it means most
to those who attend more regularly, and
we are convinced that folks who seldom
attend Church, are themselves the great-

est losers, although many times they do
not realize this fact. Beginning March
20, Evangelistic Services under the

leadership of Rev. Elmer M. Moser, of

Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, will be

held in our Church ; let's begin a revival

right now by better church attendance

—

what do you say ?"

—

Pastoral Letter from
Rev. Harlan J. Miller, Ohmer Park
Church, Dayton, O.

* * *

Reformed What?
Reformed Presbyterian? Reformed

Episcopal ? No ! The Reformed Church
is as old as Protestantism herself. Our
church had her start in Switzerland pri-

marily, but the movement spread into

Huguenot France, Holland and western

Germany. Ulrich Zwingli was the pioneer

leader and his work paralleled that of

Luther's in Germany. W> are therefore

over four hundred years old. A little

later John Calvin came to Switzerland,

from France and originated the "Re-,

formed Theology" which became the

foundation of a large part of Protestant

thinking for several centuries. Much of

his thinking is now outgrown ; but he'

was then a great force. The early history

of many younger Protestant denomina-

tions leads to the feet of this scholar.

About three-quarters of a century ago:

a new Reformed theology challenged
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Protestant thinkers in America. It was
known as The Mercersburg Theology. It

was basically evangelical, but undertook

to present Christianity with historical and
critical background. It caused quite a

stir in its day ; but today its claims are

practically approved by every liberal

Protestant. The Reformed Church be-

lieves in an educational religious process

rather than in more dramatic methods of

evangelism. She stands for religious

toleration and patience with human
nature.

With this background the local Church
of the Ascension believes in a free pulpit,

subject to no intimidation from any mem-
bers. We believe in interdenominational

and community co-operation for every-

thing which advances the cause of good
will and Christian service. In the fellow-

ship we tolerate no class spirit ; rich and
poor are treated the same. We pride our-

selves upon our spirit of congregational

co-operation. On this basis, we solicit

any one's uniting with us and are glad to

receive them by letter, by reprofession or

confirmation.

The pastor is glad to render service to

any and all in church or the community
who seek The Christ and His Kingdom.

—

Bulletin of Church of Ascension, Pitts-

burgh, Pa., Rev. H. L. Krause.

* * *

"Not all resolutions are made upon
New Year's Day, perhaps few, but the

day matters little so long as they are

made. A forward-looking, onward-
going Church makes resolutions as clearly

as does an individual. What looks good
to us we desire and go after. May the

object of our desires afiford us a noble

challenge. We are bound to be desiring

something and doing something. A
worthy goal keeps the ship well-balanced

and riding the storm. Worthy desires

stimulate high purpose and strong action.

If we set as a goal for 1927, an increase

of 100 new members, the raising of the

budget in full, a new community house
and educational building, and the con-

tinuance of an A No. 1 church and com-
munity program it will be the making of

us. A ship with an important commis-
sion or a valuable cargo will make port,

and what a gallant ship it will be !"

—

Bulletin, Grace Church, Buffalo, N. Y .,

Rev. J. Wallace Neville.

It is within the power of every one of

us to serve the Church in some way, no
matter how humble our station or limited

our talents. We can at least attend regu-

larly and arrive on time, listen attentively,

join heartily in the singing, give cheerful

financial support. We can pray for the

Minister before the service rather than
criticize him afterward. We can always
speak a pleasant word to strangers, and
frequently we can ask an acquaintance to

accompany us to Church. We can en-

courage the children to prepare their Sun-
day School lessons and try to give them
an insight into the duty and grace of

giving. We can do extra work for the

Treasurer in an emergency. There are

always sick to whom we can show kindly

(Continued on Page 84)
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NOTES

AS has been its custom for a number of

years, the Board of Home Missions

sent the December checks to its Mission-

aries before Christmas, with a Christmas
letter from the General Secretary. Many
expressions of appreciation have been re-

ceived, of which the following is a

sample: "Many thanks for your kind
greetings for this great Season and the

many good wishes, also for the advance-
ment of my check. Our Festivals were
all very fine and therefore we could enjoy
ourselves very well, but let me assure you
that your letter increased our happiness

;

it meant much to us here."
^ ^

From December 5th to December 12th,

Dedication Services were held for the

fine new building of the Ebenezer Re-
formed Church, Sheboygan, Wisconsin.
This completes the plant which was
started in 1914, at a total cost of about

$41,000. This mission now has a build-

ing adequate for all needs—a church
auditorium, Sunday school and class

rooms, church office, a finely equipped
kitchen, a dining room and a mothers'

rest room, and can serve the community
and public in every way.

Grace Church, Bufifalo, N. Y., of

which the Rev. J. W. Neville is pastor,

has an organization known as the Church

Cabinet. This Cabinet is composed of the

President and Secretary of each organiza-

tion of the Church. Its chief function is

to discuss and agree upon a general pro-

gram of action in which the various socie-

ties of the Church are interested. No
organization can get anywhere without a
plan of action and co-operation. No man
can lead his forces to victory without it.

The Consistory meets with this organiza-

tion for special consideration.
^ ii« ^

The Mission at Kannapolis, N. C, of

which the Rev. L. A. Peeler is pastor, has
laid plans to clear its beautiful church
from all indebtedness. The Board is help-

ing them to accomplish this through the

Forward Movement and in other ways,
and it is hoped that they will succeed in

their plans within the next five years.
^ ^

One of the Missions with a gratifying

history reached the climax of its career on
December 12, 1926, when it dedicated its

newly completed church building. Grace
Reformed Church, Toledo, Ohio, of

which the Rev. Ellis S. Hay is the pastor,

was enrolled as a Mission, September 1,

1900, and went to self-support July 1,

1925. In the twenty-five years it has
ministered to a great many people, paid

ofif its debts on its original building and
now rejoices in a well-proportioned build-
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ing. The Board aided in financing this

and extends its congratulations and best

wishes for its growth and success.
^ >K >i<

"The Pellozvship of Prayer" for 1927
has just been published by the Commis-
sion on Evangelism and Life Service of

the Federal Council. Copies can be se-

cured from Dr. C. L. Goodell, the Execu-
tive Secretary, Room 60A, 105 E. 22nd
Street, New York City, at a cost of three

cents each for single copies, or two cents

each for quantities of 25 or more. We
would suggest that orders be sent at the

earliest possible date that you may have
the booklets in good time for use during

the Lenten Season—March 2 to April

17th.

Some weeks ago the students from
Hungary who are studying in this coun-

try, paid a visit to Philadelphia, where a
conference and luncheon was held for

them by the General Secretary of the

Board and by Rev. A. Szilagy, pastor of

the Hungarian Presbyterian Church, of

Philadelphia. We are pleased to show
you a picture of this group.

SUPPORTING A HOME MISSIONARY

By IVm. P. Belong, D. D.

THe Reformed Church in the United
States, through its Board of Home

Missions is supporting 271 Home Mis-
sionaries scattered all over the country.

To many people this seems a large num-
ber, and in fact it is so, but the number
could be greatly increased were the funds
available. Many unchurched fields are

being offered to our Church, but we can-
not occupy them now. Saying NO to an
urgent appeal often creates heartaches
not only to the one appealing, but also to

the one to whom the appeal is made.
The Board of Home Missions has got-

ten to the place where it is not justified

to assume any more additional work. We
are beginning to 'Umrk time.'' That means
that we are waiting on something or some-
body. Marking time has the tendency to

spoil the morale of the Church, it certainly

does so in an army.
Is there a way out of this rather pre-

carious position? Immediately I hear

someone say, "Pay the debt." We say,

"Yea and amen." How is it to be done?
The Board might put on a special cam-
paign or drive, but again we are told that

the Church is getting weary of campaigns
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and drives. Can we not find a way
whereby this debt or deficit can be gradu-

ally reduced and yet have the work go
right on? We believe there is.

First, let the Board of Home Missions

have its apportionment in full, because in

that apportionment is an item of $50,000
for the deficit. Second, have some of our

larger and stronger congregations take on
the annual support of a Home Missionary.

This, of course, in addition to their regu-

lar apportionment on Home Missions. Is

this something new? Perhaps so in our

Church, but not so in some of the other

denominations. In the United Brethren

Church, one of our children, there are

congregations where this plan is carried

out. We know congregations in that

communion where a congregation has its

local pastor, its foreign missionary pastor

and its home missionary pastor, the sal-

aries of the three paid by the local con-

gregation. The salary of the two mis-

sionary pastors is put into their budget at

the beginning of the year.

Do we not have congregations who
could take on the support of a Home Mis-
sionary who receives $500 or even $800
support from the Board? If this is too

high we have some who receive less than

that. This would not only help in the

support of this missionary, but would
help to increase the interest of that con-

gregation in Home Missions. This Home
Missionary pastor whom that congrega-

tion would support would keep the sup-

porting congregation informed as to the

work he is doing. He should submit

quarterly reports to the congregation

giving the support.

The Field Secretary has tabulated the

Missions into different classes, i.e., those

receiving $100.00, $200.00, $300.00, etc.,

appropriation annually from the Board
towards the support of the pastor.

Is this plan worthy of consideration in

our Church? If after reading this article

you wish to discuss it more, address the

Field Department of the Board of Home
Missions, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia.

Pa. Some of our congregations are

doing this for Foreign Missions, why not

also for Home Missions? Which con-

gregation will have the honor to begin this

' kind of work in our denomination?

{Continued from Page 68)

neighboring congregations as have ex-
pressed a willingness to co-operate, and
some very personal work has been done in

this way. A visit to the Schaff Building is

being planned for all of our day students,

to enable them to become more familiar

with the workings of their own denomi-
nation, etc. A picnic will be held some
time in May. In response to an appeal
letter sent out in December, $141 has
been received.

Dr. William F. DeLong, the Field
Secretary, reports as follows : "Imme-
diately after the meeting of the Executive
Committee on October 14, my attention

was given to the completion of the

schedule of the Group meetings in Com-
memoration of the 100th Anniversary of
organized Home Mission work. Forty-
four of these meetings were held. A
representative of the Board was present
at each one of these meetings except two.
I attended and gave the address at six of
these meetings. During November I

spoke at seven churches when they
observed Home Mission Day. At all these
meetings and services I tried to emphasize
the Centennial Fund. Since November
15, I have devoted the greater part of my
time to the sale of the Bonds. This work
has been encouraging. Almost daily,

inquiries are received from members
scattered all over the church. I have a

number of very good prospects whom I

am planning to see within the next few
weeks. I am convinced that there will be
no difficulty to dispose of these bonds."

Dr. Paul H. Land, the Harbor Mis-
sionary, reports that he is continuing his

work in the interest of the immigrants
arriving here, and their number is still

very large. He asks that every member
of the Board shall use his good influence

to see to it that the proposed radical re-

duction of the C^nota for Xorthern
Europeans will not take place on July 1st.

as these people have always made up the

best part of our immigration. He is still

issuing the "Einwanderer Freund," which
is being read with undiminished interest

by more than v^OOO readers. It also goes

to Europe and is considered an important

adjunct to various institutions where
immigrants seek information.
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SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS

THE semi-annual meeting of the Board

of Home Missions was held on Tues-

day, January 11th, 1927, at Headquarters,

Philadelphia. Most of the routine and

detailed matters were attended to by the

Executive Committee, which held its

meeting- preceding that of the entire

Board, and therefore much time could be

given to the discussion of policies and
matters of vital interest to the Board, the

Missions and the Church at large. One
of the important matters on which the

Board took definite action, was the elec-

tion of a Superintendent for the new
Department of Evangelism. Rev. Rufus
C. Zartman, D. D., who for some years

has been the Evangelist of the Eastern

Synod, was unanimously elected to this

office, beginning his work April 1st, 1927.

A request had come from the General

Synod asking that all Boards make their

fiscal year the calendar year, and the

Board took action to that effect, therefore

the accounts of the Board will close

December 31st, instead of June 30th as

heretofore. The matter of making the

Forward Movement allotments to the

Missions was referred some time ago to

a Special Committee. This Committee
made a final report to the Board at this

time, giving their recommendations,
which the Board adopted. In due time

the Treasurer will make these adjust-

ments. Other important matters were
gone into very carefully, but for various

reasons could not be decided at this meet-
ing, but were laid over. There were
many requests for enrollment of new Mis-
sions, and the Board found it necessary

to take on five, namely : a new Japanese
Mission at Sawtelle, California; a Hun-
garian ^lission in Fairfield, Conn. ; a rural

field at Sabillasville, Md.,; the Pleasant

Valley Community, near Dayton, Ohio,
and a Mission at Leola, S. D.

Seven resignations were accepted by the

Board, namely : Rev. Richard Rettig,

from Omaha, Neb. ; Rev. H. J. Herber,

from Hale Memorial, Dayton, Ohio; Rev.
Bela Bertok, from the Hungarian Mis-
sion at Gary, Indiana ; Rev. Alex. Har-
sanyi. Ph. D., from the Hungarian Mis-
sion at Ashtabula, Ohio ; Rev. G. A.
Zimmer, from Broadhead - Albany
Charge ; Rev. William Schmidt, from
Heil, N. D., and Rev. Fred Wentzel, from
the Rosedale Charge, Pa.

The following men were ordered to be
commissioned for vacant Missions : Rev.

J. D. Bright for David Mission, near
Dayton, Ohio ; Rev. F. P. Franke for

Marengo, Iowa; Rev. G. A. Teske for

Larimer, Pa. ; Rev. Edmund \'asvary for

W'estside Hungarian Mission, Cleveland,

Ohio ; Rev. Joseph Urban for Hungarian
Mission, Fairfield, Conn. ; Rev. K.
Suzuki for Japanese Mission, Sawtelle,

California ; Rev. Peter Bauer for Leola,

S. D.
The report of the Treasurer showed

net receipts for the quarter of 83,799.05
in the General Fund, with net expendi-
tures of $92,179.22. In the Church
Building Fund Department, the net re-

ceipts amounted to $20,022.88, and col-

lections on investments of $20,271.06,
making total receipts of $40,293.94, with
net expenditures of $66,209.38, of which
$54,883.73 represents new investments.

During the quarter many of the Mis-
sions were helped in the matter of finan-

cing new church buildings, and a lot was
purchased by the Board at Cuyahoga
Falls, Ohio, where the Avon Street Mis-
sion, Akron, will relocate as soon as a

building can be erected.

The General Secretary reported on his

recent visit to the Pacific Coast, where he
participated in the dedication of the fine

new church building for our Mission at

West Hollywood, and ground-breaking
for the new First Church, Los Angeles.
The quarterly meeting of the Executive

Committee of the Board will be held on
April 22nd, 1927, at Headquarters, Phila-

delphia, at 9:30 A. M.
B. Y. S.

"I cannot do ivitJiout The Outlook oe Missions. / am greatly inter-

ested in Missions. I am so glad our Reformed people arc doing such noble

work/' Mrs. L. F. Wagner, New Hanover, Penna.
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THE COUNTRY CHURCH HAS HER DAY
By Ralph S. Adams

The Reformed Church in the United

States had the distinction of entertaining

the Home Mission Council and the

Council of Women for Home Missions

in their annual business sessions from
January 4 to 7, 1927. The meetings were
held in the Schaff Building, and our
Board of Home Missions acted as hosts.

These two important interdenominational

Home Missions bodies have as their con-

stituencies the Boards of Home Missions

and the Women's Missionary Societies of

28 of the leading Protestant denomina-
tions in the United States and Canada.
Our own Board of Home Missions and
Women's Missionary Society have long

been members and supporters of these two
bodies, and have furnished a number of

ofificials and chairmen of important com-
mittees of both bodies.

This annual session was given over

largely to the interests of the country
churches and many very interesting

addresses and discussions marked the pro-

gram, all of which impressed upon the

delegates and visitors present the thought
that the country church, which is facing

many serious problems that are threaten-

ing its existence, is the backbone of the

entire church, while at the same time it

has been for many years the most neg-

lected and abused portion of the church.

Dr. Malcolm Dana, director of Country
Church Work of the Congregational

Church, delivered a very splendid key-

note address on "The Needs of the

Country Community and the Objectives
of the Country Church." His remarks
are very significant and should be printed

in these pages in full. This is likely not

possible, so we shall content ourselves by
quoting from his address some of the

most challenging of his statements. The
statistical background of the country
church was especially challenging. His
remarks follow

:

*'The Institute of Social and Religious

Research is sponsor for certain figures

and facts which appear in that little book,

'Empty Churches,' written by Dr. C. J.

Galpin of the United States Bureau of

Agricultural Economics. Dr. Galpin sug-

gests that it is generally supposed that

country people are intensely religious and
inveterate church goers. Yet the figures

show that after one hundred and twenty-

five years of preaching and evangelizing,

only one-fifth of them go to church.

There are, roughly speaking, seventy-two

thousand communities within the town
and country area of the United States.

Thirty-three thousand eight hundred and
eight of them, or forty-two per cent.,

have churches but no resident pastors.

Seven out of ten of these churches have
only a fraction of a minister apiece.

Thirty- four thousand one hundred and
eighty-seven additional ministers would
be required, each giving full time to his

work, to provide a minister for each pas-

torless community. And the wrong is

mostly against the open countryside

!

Seventy-eight out of every hundred town
churches have resident pastors, whereas
only seventeen out of every hundred
country churches have them. And finally,

of the one hundred and one thousand
town and country churches in the United

States, two-fifths of them are standing

still or losing ground, and only one-half

of them are making a ten per cent, gain

yearly.

"There are four million more children

in the thirty-two million folks living on
the farms than in any like number of city

folks anywhere. Yet, one-fourth of the

rural churches have no Sunday schools.

One million six hundred thousand chil-

dren live in communities without a Sun-
day school, and two million seven hun-

dred and fifty thousand more do not at-

tend Sunday school for other reasons. It

is a terrible indictment which tells us that

four million farm children are pagan and
without knowledge of God, that youth is

going to the cities pagan from farm
homes which were once pious and godly,

that twenty-seven million of all children

in the land are not in Sunday school.

Seven out of ten of them getting no re-

ligious instruction at all. Dr. Galpin is

certainly right in his conclusion that Bible

illiteracy ranks as a problem with book
illiteracy and that as great unanimity must



64 The Outlook of Missions [February,

be shown in rooting it out as is shown in

the efforts to eradicate book ilHteracy.

"This deplorable state of affairs is due
to the two great sins of Protestantism

—

over-churching and under-churching, the

latter being quite largely a consequent of

the first.

"Churches engaged in a competitive

struggle to perpetuate themselves seldom

put Kingdom interests first. Surveys

made pretty much all over the country

reveal the indisputable fact that where
there is congestion of religious privilege

there will be found a corresponding lack

of any concern for the open country.

"An outworn theory that 'competition

is the life of trade' survives in a super-

abundance of similar kinds of businesses.

And this goes over into religion. The
latter is highly competitive with methods
used in that competition which high-grade

doctors, lawyers, bankers and even busi-

ness men, would not tolerate in their pro-

fessional relations with each other. Rob-
bing a bank is a crime. Stealing churches

or church members is often taken for

religious enterprise. In a drab environ-

ment the church buildings are often

drabbier still. They are not structures of

which the community is most proud. I

often think it is not much short of an
insult to ask the Almighty to meet his

people in some of the churches I see.

Few churches have a real program which,

together with buildings and equipments,

is directly related to the actual needs and
opportunities of the community.

"If machine farming and scientific

agriculture are going to require fewer and
fewer people upon the land, then the task

is one of preserving the high quality of

those rural peoples. And that is the chief

function of the town and village church.

"Competing churches cannot command
a ministry which will rank with the edu-

cated farmer of today, afford equipments
which will compare with the school build-

ings going up in almost every village and
town, or support programs abreast of

modern business or agriculture. Feder-
ated efforts can

!

"Young people are leaving the country
to a large extent because of a desire for

much that stronger, better and more inter-

ested churches might easily supply.

"A specialist on religious education,

himself a middle aged man, warned us
that the church was in reality an adult in-

stitution and that we gray heads had
better bethink ourselves as to whether we
are not trying to super-impose a grown-up
institution upon a youth of clearer vision,

more catholicity, and equal convictions

with ourselves.

"Youth is as ready to respond to the
heroic as ever ! But how much of the

heroic is there to challenge him in the

religious atmosphere of the average vil-

lage or town? Hosts of young folks are
flocking to the agricultural colleges, the

very ones who should return to the coun-
try as religious leaders. They are fitting

themselves, apparently, for every kind of

leadership except the religious. Why?
Many will tell us in all frankness that the
ministry of a country church is not a man-
sized job, and that the work of the coun-
try agent, the farm bureau representative,

and the home economics specialist, is more
fundamentally religious than the ministry
under small-town conditions. These young
people are not hesitating to adopt the

country as a field for their life work. But
they propose being apostles of co-opera-
tion and discouragers of everything that

savors of the individualistic or sectarian.

"What is our way out? This! An
inter-denominational and sacrificial team-
play in which every denomination shall

really be willing to put Kingdom interests

first ! The sin of Protestantism has not
been one of ignorance, but of willful per-

sistence in the face of known or easily

ascertainable facts.

"I believe that denominations will con-

tinue for years to come, and that they
should therefore perfect their team-play.

During the war every company in the

A. E. F. strove to become the crack com-
pany, surpassing every other in efficiency

and military discipline. But this was not

the ultimate aim. It was to be done so

that the United States should have the

finest army the world had ever seen, and
so win the war. And when the battle was
joined the army knew no division, but
was a fighting unit."

And then Dr. Dana closed with these

very interesting suggestions

:

(1) That a special committee, together
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with the two Executive Secretaries of

these Councils, be empowered to bring

together a meeting of the highest officials

of the denominations represented in these

two Councils, to thoroughly consider the

over-churched and under-churched condi-

tions throughout the land, whether of

home missionary or self-supporting

churches, for the purpose of devising

some immediate and comprehensive plan

for freeing men and money from con-

gested areas for use in the yet unserved

American countryside.

(2) That the committee be requested to

call into co-operation the personnel,

method and data of the Institute of Social

and Religious Research, the Research
Bureau of the Federal Council of

Churches of Christ in America, and kind-

red agencies, to plan this enterprise.

(3) That all agents of denominations

immediately in touch with the churches,

and through whom adjustments must be

made, shall be somehow definitely in-

structed to lend every assistance in en-

couraging and helping every movement
looking toward a reasonable and wise

co-operation or federation of churches

and peoples, and that they be assured that

such doing will receive highest merit at

the hands of their own denominational

officials.

(4) That a militant campaign of educa-

tion be inaugurated at once for the in-

struction of people and churches in the

need and advantage of Christian people
coming together into larger church units,

and to help them in adopting the best

forms of union and the wisest methods
of securing the same.

(5) That the Council's committee be
authorized, collectively or individually, to

attend the next annual meetings of the

various denominations to secure some
measure of approval and adoption of the

above suggestions.

(6) That the advisability be considered
of an inter-denominational endowment or

subsidy fund to be used in carrying the

gospel to people and churches in neglected

areas, work which can never become self-

supporting, and which is too large a
burden for any one denomination to

assume.

(7) That the following goal be set, and
the slogan adopted, by these two Councils
— STRONGER AND BETTER
TOWN AND COUNTRY
CHURCHES, and RELIGIOUS PRIV-
ILEGE FOR EVERY UNREACHED
PERSON IN AMERICA within the

next five years.

Madam President and friends : This
will be a magnificent way to meet the

needs of the Country Community and
will allow the Country Church to reach

its ideal objectives."

These suggestions were referred to the

Joint Committee on Comity for consider-

ation and possible action.

OBSERVATIONS OF THE TREASURER
/. S. Wise

SOME years ago the Rev. Dewalt S.

Fouse, D. D., addressed the students

of Heidelberg University on the subject

of Missions. Dr. Fouse was then the

Superintendent of our Western work. In

handling his subject, he devoted the intro-

duction to the foreign aspect of the mis-

sionary task. He lauded the Foreign
Missionary, depicted his self-denial in

leaving the home land, complimented him
for his willingness to forego the social

and spiritual contacts to which he was
long accustomed, as well as the fellow-

ship of his friends and kindred. The
Church fully understands this and conse-

quently the Foreign Missionary becomes

a hero. "But," said the good Dr. Fouse,
''there is as challenging a field open to

young men as that occupied by the For-
eign Missionary ! That field is the United
States of America !" And then he painted

the needs of the great West in which he
served. He pointed out the sacrifices that

must needs be made in its behalf. He
prophesied concerning its future and
challenged the young men to devote their

lives to the Home Mission field. He even
stated, what is now generally accepted,

that unless America is won for Christ,

there is very little hope of Christianizing

the rest of the world. "As goes America,

so goes the world." coined long after-
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ward, expresses the same thought. He
also warned the students not to look for

the honor, the halo or the heroic. In

many cases far greater sacrifice, often

greater isolation and in every case far less

appreciation must be expected. The
glamor of strange adventure is removed.

Ignorance, superstition and heathenism of

other lands are put into a different class

from the same qualities found anywhere
in America. Therefore to be a Home
Missionary, often requires even greater

heroism than to be a Foreign one.

The other day one of our well-known
Home Missionaries from Ohio, related

the above facts substantially as I have
given them. He told me that he was one
of the students who heard it and that it

made such a profound impression upon
him, that he then and there decided to

become a Home Missionary and devote

his life to the task. This good Brother

(whose name I must not mention because

he enjoined me not to do that) told me
that several times during his career he

was tempted to accept one of the more
lucrative or desirable (?) pastorates that

have been offered him, but refused all

such calls because of his early consecra-

tion to Home Missions. And further,

that his temptations were often accen-

tuated by the thoughtless remarks from
other ministers belittling the Home Mis-
sionary. *'Oh, he's only a Home Mis-
sionary" is altogether too common. It is

heartless. The man who makes it, only
reveals his own lack of knowledge of the

present tremendous task of Christianizing

America—and that is what Home Mis-
sions really is. Every pastor whether his

congregation is a self-supporting one or
not, is essentially a Home Missionary. If

perchance he has otherwise interpreted

his job he has unconsciously circum-
scribed his opportunities. Perhaps that

is why so many congregations fail to

accomplish very much. In other words,
"they never seem to be getting any-
where."

Yes, he's only a Home Missionary, but
as I listened to his story with its joys and
sorrows, its discouragements and suc-

cesses and then observed the glow of his

countenance, I was startled. In imagi-
nation I beheld the halo hovering over his

brow. We of the Board know his worth.
We have many more like him. If it were
not for the modesty of our men, I should
like to write up other concrete experi-

ences, as well as name many of these
faithful laborers in the Lord's vineyard.
If the Church knew them and their work
more intimately, I feel sure it would
accord due honors to those whose job is

in America. Dr. Fouse sensed the situa-

tion years ago. It still exists. The Home
Missionary has been "unhonored and
unsung." Perhaps it is best that he should
remain so, but I have serious doubts
about it

!

WHAT THE SUPERINTENDENTS HAVE TO SAY

IN the Department of the Bast, Super-

intendent J. M. Mullan reports that

during the quarter he visited 29 Mission
charges, conferring with the consistories

He also visited 12 other churches, and in

addition took part in the Centennial Cele-

bration in the Schaff Building, attended
the meetings of the Pittsburgh, Potomac
and Eastern Synods, where he conferred
with Missionaries and elders, and held

half-day conference at Potomac and
Eastern Synods for the Missionaries. Mr.
Mullan has investigated certain new fields

of work, but in view of the present finan-

cial limitations of the Board is uncertain
how far to go in encouraging the organi-

zation of new Missions. He is urging
local initiative and the development of

local efforts to finance possible new
projects. He feels that we are moving
toward a policy according to which the

Board of Home Missions will help local

fields to find more money for the estab-

lishing of churches and their building

operations, than we have done heretofore.

While in Detroit he called on the Secre-

tary of the Council of Churches who is

in hearty favor of having the Reformed
Church take responsibility for more of the

many fields that are ready or nearly
ready for occupancy in that rapidly grow-
ing city. He said that the Reformed
preachers have the interdenominational
spirit, and that they and our churches
there, contribute their part to the promo-
tion of that spirit in Detroit.



1927] Home Missions 67

In the Department of the Central IVest.

Superintendent J. C. Horning reports

that the Missions have been mobilizing

their forces for aggressive work and there

is good promise for the year's work. The
new work started in Maywood was organ-

ized November 21st with 35 charter mem-
bers, and the Sunday school has an enroll-

ment of over 100. Mr. Horning gave four

Sundays to this work and it is being

carried on with the aid of a student and
Miss Ina Jackson, the Deaconess from
Grace Church. December 12 marked the

dedication of one of our finest churches,

Grace, Toledo. A large part of the time

of the Superintendent was given to ad-

dressing congregations and groups of

congregations on the Century of Home
Missions. 36 sermons or addresses were
delivered in the quarter and 11 confer-

ences held. The work in Pleasant Valley,

near Dayton, is opening up with encour-

aging prospects of needy ministry among
a poor and laboring class of people. Mr.
\^eith, of the Central Seminary, and his

wife, are serving this field.

In the Department of the Northzvest,

Superintendent T. P. Bolliger visited

seventeen congregations, delivered 30 ser-

mons and addresses, traveled 7300 miles

and was away from home more than half

of the time. He also wrote a series of

articles for the church papers, and a little

leaflet on our Indian work, as well as

revised a historical paper on the subject

of "The Westward Expansion of the Re-
formed Church." Certain Church Erec-
tion Fund matters also required a great

deal of his time. He reports that the

people at Marvell, Ark., have decided to

postpone the building of their new church.

The Board had granted them $1200 out

of the Home Mission Day Ofifering of

1925, and they were getting ready to build

a little church, when the bottom dropped
out of the cotton market and the entire

South is prostrated, financially. This
$1200 has been returned to the Board and
will be held for a while in the hope that

building may be possible next year. The
greatly enlarged and completely reno-

vated church at Sheboygan, Wis., Eben-
ezer, was dedicated on December 5th.

In the Church Building Department,
Superintendent J. S. Wise reports that

the receipts were more gratifying than

those of last quarter. Our investments or

loans to the Missions during the quarter

amounting to a little over $54,500, were
distributed among 29 Missions: 9 in

Penna. ; 8 in Ohio; 2 each in N. C, N.
Y., 111. and Md.. and 1 each in Colo.,

Indiana, Cal. and Va. During the quar-

ter 4 buildings were completed and dedi-

cated : Grace, Bethlehem ; St. Peter's,

Lancaster; St. Luke's, Wilkes-Barre, and
Grace, Toledo ; and corner-stones laid for

St. Paul's, Roanoke and Trinity, Lewis-
town and at all of these occasions Mr.
Wise was present. Ten Church-building
Funds were enrolled.

Rev. James M. Mullan reports for the

Commission on Social Service that a

meeting was held on November 18th, at

which all the members were present with

the exception of the ex-officio member, the

General Secretary, who was in California.

Dr. Richards was elected President and
Mr. Mullan the Recording Secretary. It

was decided to christen the new Commis-
sion as the Social Service Commission of

the Reformed Church in the United
States. It was decided to continue the

policy of issuing a Social Service number
of the church papers and for the present

year the issue will be devoted to welfare
work. The future policy and program
of the Commission were discussed. It

was the understanding that the original

instructions of the General Synod are

still in force ; that the Commission should

give information and inspiration to the

church in matters of social service and
"seek to promote a genuine Christian

social service program." The Educational

Committee was instructed to devise ways
and means to utilize for the benefit of the

Church the pronouncements which the

Commission prepared and General Synod
adopted. As to welfare work, it was de-

cided that the Commission should act as

a committee of the whole under the Ex-
ecutive Secretary as chairman, to survey

the field and find out just what work the

Reformed Church may be doing. With
regard to the actions taken by the Synods,

the Ohio Synod Commission is to be

superseded, June 1st, by a permanetit

"Social Service Committee" and a "Rural

Work Commission." The Social Service

Committee is to be composed of one mem-
ber from each Classis appointed by the
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President of Synod, and is "to function

in co-operation with the plans of General

Synod's work." The Rural Work Com-
mission is to have the same membership
and the same responsibilities and duties

as the former Commission on Social

Service and Rural Work, and in addition

to the Rural Field worker, there is to be

another field worker ; both of these are to

be supported by the whole Synod, and

$1,000 was voted, as last year, for the

use of needy and hopeful rural fields.

In the Country Life Department,
Superintendent R. S. Adams reports that

41 days were spent on the field when a

total of 43 addresses were made and
class periods taught, more than half of

which addresses were made before rural

church congregations. Four Synods were
attended, as well as many other confer-

ences of various kinds. Mr. Adams has

been teaching two courses on country life

and the country church to the Lancaster

Seminary Seniors and Middlers and will

complete this work during January. A
leadership training class is also being con-

ducted in the Schwarzwald community,
near Reading. The work in the demon-
stration parish of Lytton-Ai, Ohio, looks

as promising as ever. Great plans are

being prepared for the practical use of

the property recently purchased by the

Board, which will be for the welfare of

the community and the edification of the

rural churches of the Reformed Church.
Mrs. Lau has prepared a proposed stand-

ard for rural dramatics, which has been
sent out quite widely. Mrs. Lau was
sent to the Recreation Congress at Atlan-
tic City a few months ago, where she

gathered valuable contacts and informa-
tion. Her expenses were paid from the

budget of this Department, and charged
to the item of literature. She will serve

as the drama expert of the Department
without pay and to her all such matters
pertaining to rural dramatics will be
referred. Mr. Adams is planning for the

first of the Country Life Conferences, and
this will be held at Esterlv, Pa., June
14-17, 1927. It will be for the delegates

of all Classes of the Eastern Synod,
Potomac Synod and German Synod of the

East. The program is now in process of

preparation and a formal challenge is

being sent to each Classis through its com-
mittee on Social Service and Rural Work.
Mr. Adams as secretary of the Town
and Country Committee of the Home
Missions Council, and as Secretary of the

Summer Schools sub-committee has been
asked to prepare an 8-page booklet

announcing the rural pastor's summer
schools conducted at the state colleges

and universities of several states. Mr.
Adams is also a member of the Comity
Committee of the Home Missions Council
and chairman of the Migrant Groups
Committee, as well as a member of the

Rural Committee of the Federal Council
and chairman of the Committee on Re-
ligion and Morals of the iVmerican
Country Life Association, all of which
have taken considerable time and atten-

tion. Mention should be made of the

enrollment of definite projects or pieces

of work by rural pastors who accepted the

scholarship to a summer school for 3

years last summer. These men are
undertaking such work as systematic

home visitation program, a leadership

training course, a survey, a community
program, etc.

The report of Rev. Clayton H. Ranck
on Student Work shows that a discus-

sion group has been formed at the First

Church, Philadelphia, called "The
Student Forum," under the leadership ot

Mr. Robert Eichelberger, and it is meet-
ing with much success. Mr. Ranck
spoke on the student work at the meetings
of the Potomac and Eastern Synods, as

well as at several meetings in Harrisburg.

The annual dinner was held at the Hotel
Stephen Girard, on November 3rd with
about 90 students and guests present. An
''affiliation day" Sunday was held at the

First Church on November 7th, when a

small group of students were received

into affiliated membership, others on sub-

sequent Sundays. The lists of students

have been gathered from the various

institutions of the city and vicinity, and

our present grand total of enrollment is

451. This includes West Chester Normal

School, with 82. The rolls of the various

schools have been turned over to such

(Continued on Page 61)
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THE SOCIAL SERVICE COMMISSION
James M. Mullan, Executive Secretary

69

EASTERN SYNOD'S COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SERVICE AND
RURAL WORK

THE Committee of Eastern Synod on

Social Service and Rural Work held

a meeting at Harrisburg, in Salem Re-

formed Church, in December last, at

which there were representatives from

most of the classes.

A period of discussion was conducted

by Prof. Gordon of the State College

Agricultural Extension Department,

bringing out ways in which the churches

and this department may profitably co-

operate in developing the rural life of

the state. Another period was conducted

by Miss Anna E. Miller, of the Depart-

ment of Health of the State of Pennsyl-

vania. Miss Miller explained the work

of the department in general and pointed

out how churches can co-operate in creat-

ing community health centers and carry

on 'Veil baby" clinics. Mrs. Megee, of

the Department of Welfare of Pennsyl-

vania, conducted another period on the

work being done by the department she

represented and the service the churches

can render their communities through co-

operation with the state agencies.

The Committee considered a program

for the current year and adopted the fol-

lowing items: "L That the names of

the Classical Committees on Social Serv-

ice and Rural work be placed on the mail-

ing lists of the Pennsylvania State Agri-

cultural Department, the Pennsylvania

State Health Department and the Penn-

sylvania State Welfare Department. 2.

That the Classical Committees on Social

Service and Rural Work arrange classi-

cal conferences of ministers, elders and

laymen, inviting farm agents, county

superintendents and social welfare

workers to speak at these conferences.

3. That the committee ask for a place on
the program at the annual meeting of

classis, giving enough time to present

adequately the social, economic, and spiri-

tual needs of both city and country."

Mr. Ralph Adams, Rural Field

Worker, announced that a church con-

ference for rural pastors and elders will

be held for the Eastern and Potomac
Synods next summer, and requested that

one rural pastor and one rural elder be

sent to the conference as classical dele-

gates, the classis to provide the traveling

expenses of its delegates.

OHIO SYNOD'S DECLARATION

THE Ohio Synod at its last annual

session, upon recommendation of the

Synodical Commission, declared : "We
hereby devoutly afiBrm our faith in the

social teachings of Jesus as worthy of

application in all human relationships

;

that we pledge anew our loyalty to Him
in our determination to bring about peace

and righteousness in all inter-racial, inter-

national, industrial, commercial and

I

domestic relationships by the application

of the Golden Rule ; that we declare the

authority of the Church of Jesus Christ

to exert its influence for these social ends

by use of all proper means ; that we com-
mend the General Synod of the Re-
formed Church in the United States and
the Eederal Council of Churches for their

uncompromising stand on social ques-

tions ; that we commend all Government
officials who have striven heroically to

enforce prohibition laws and all other

laws for the moral liealth.''
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THE SOCIAL EVANGEL U

A group of social workers in the Epis-

copal Church, headed by Bishop
Brent of Buffalo, in session recently

issued an extraordinary statement of

social faith. This statement is published

in full in Information Service, January

8, 1927, and contains such challenging

words as these : "We believe that the

Christian experience is not complete until,

with Christ, we have so identified our-

selves with humanity that its joys, its

sorrows and its needs become as our
own, and in trying to meet these needs
we find ourselves face to face with Christ

and God, even as the Master said: Tnas-
much as ye have done it unto one of the

least of these my brethren, ye have done
it unto me.' This sense of the oneness
of the individual with all members of the

great human family was nobly expressed
by a present-day leader when he said

:

'Years ago I recognized my kinship with
all living beings, and I made up m.y mind
that I was not one bit better than the

meanest of the earth. I said then, and I

say now that while there is a lower class

I am in it ; while there is a criminal

element I am of it; while there is a soul

in prison I am not free.' Here we have
a striking expression of the mind which
was in Christ Jesus and which we are

bidden to have in us. Salvation must
be sought ; let us recognize no salvation

as true which does not include the

achievement of a deep, abiding sense f

brotherhood. Whatever claims our
civilization has to the name 'Christian'

lies in its growing emphasis upon social

duty. To increase this emphasis, to

widen its meaning, to supply sufficient

vision and motive to carry the world for-

ward toward the ideal of the Kingdom
of Christ in industrial, international and
all human relationships, it is essential that

men be led to re-dedicate themselves to

Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of

Man. But such re-dedication will, we
believe, call for the interpretation of the

Gospel to men of our day, in terms not

only of individual but also of social

responsibility."

The Department of Christian Social

Service of the Episcopal Church has pre-

pared a leaflet and has offered it to the

clergy of that church with the suggestion

that on a designated Sunday they use it

sT THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
in the church service, in the church
school, the woman's auxiliary and the
organizations of the young people in the
interest of social service. It gives live

thoughts from the leaders of the Epis-
copal Church on social responsibilities.

Among these are two striking quotations
from the Bishop of Manchester: 'Tn that
form of prayer which is called Petition

we do not come as isolated individuals
each to his own God. W^e come as mem-
bers of a family to the Father of the
family; we pray for them as for our-
selves, and we ask from the Father of all

nothing for ourselves which we do not
also ask for the others. We can never
rightly pray against others. In the war
we could rightly pray for victory only so
far as we sincerely believed that this was
good for the Germans. At any time in

those dreadful years an Englishman and
a German could have knelt side by side

saying the Lord's Prayer ; and they would
have meant exactly the same thing. This
is always true of Christian prayer. If

a new spirit came into people, so that

they cared more for mutual help than for

individual gain, this would lead to a

wholly different set of economic laws.

For those laws are general statements
about the action of men's wills, which
are subject to moral principle and can be

changed by divine grace. Such a change
is a great and difficult matter, no doubt.

But it would not represent a greater

transformation than is represented by the

contrast between the age which exposed
to death unwanted infants and an age
which supplies hospitals by charity for

the free treatment of poor patients of all

ages. It would be a great change, and
therefore we need all the power of the

Church to be directed to its accomplish-
ment; but it is not impossible."

Appropriately the leaflet suggests a

Collect from the Revised Book of Com-
mon Prayer for use as follows : "Al-
mighty God, who has created man in

thine own image ; Grant us grace fear-

lessly to contend against evil, and to make
no peace with oppression

;
and, that we

may reverently use our freedom, help us

to employ it in the maintenance of justice

among men and nations, to the glory of

thy holy Name
;
through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen."
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WHAT IS THE U

THIS is ever the question on the Hps

of the man who wavers in time of

distress. He beHeves to a certain extent,

then his beHef gives way to doubt, and in

the end leads to despair. The use of

faith is to help us over the hard places in

human experience. It enables us to see

in the dark ; to walk in paths that are

unknown; to do the things that are dif-

ficult ; to face every trial with a trust,

and to know that, whatever betides, the

Lord is by our side to help. Where is the

faithful toiler in the Kingdom of God
who has not had his faith tried by these

and other tests?

What is true of the individual Chris-

tian applies with equal force to the col-

lective Church. There are times when
the faith of the Church is tried as by fire.

It is in such crises that the weak succumb

and the timid flee. They ask, "What is

the use of faith? What is the use in

doing things that have no promise of suc-

cess, that seem to collapse after years of

nurture, that wither over night like

Jonah's gourd ?" This is the voice of the

skeptical, the indifferent, and the despon-

dent.

Is there any work in the Church re-

quiring such a large measure of faith as

the work of Foreign Missions? Lit-

erally, we pray, and give, and work, by

SE OF FAITH?
faith, and not by sight. Our missionaries

live and labor in lands across the seas

among people who, though sons of the

same Father in Heaven, are yet so dif-

ferent from us in modes of thinking and
ways of living. This requires, on their

part, a faith that is virile, courageous and
constant. One of the severest strains on
faith is the time when adversity besets

the work, opposition threatens the

workers, and fear alarms the supporters.

From recent reports at hand, our China
Mission is facing a most critical period

in its history, but it is not an exception.

I know of no Mission in China that is

not passing under the same rod of oppres-

sion. It may be that some of our work
must stop for a season, and some of our
missionaries temporarily withdraw until

the rage of mob rule will subside. How-
ever, such a condition cannot long pre-

vail. A better frame of mind and heart

will surely assert itself.

One cannot help, during these times of

testing, to recall the scene in the life of

Peter when he was in danger of losing

his spiritual birthright. What the Lord
said tJicn, to the Apostle, He says nozv,

to every member in our Church. A sift-

ing process was going on at that very

moment in the Christian experience of

Peter. Satan desired to have Peter, "that
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he might sift him as wheat." Christ

prayed for Peter, "that thy faith fail

not." And is this not an ever present need
with all of us, that our faith fail notf As
firm believers in the Christ, who has *'all

power in heaven and on earth," should

we not look beyond the restless waves of

fury as they lash against the missionaries

and their work, and know that the wrath

A BACKWARD OR FORWARD
By Rev. J. P.

AT the last meeting of the Board of

Foreign Missions, at the recom-
mendation of its Finance Committee, a

straight One Hundred Thousand Dollar

cut was made on the budgets sent in by
our three Foreign Missions. In addition

to this, it was decided that a decrease of

ten per cent, on the allowance of the cur-

rent expense, both in the Mission Field

and at the home end, be made. Beside

this, all building operations and other

items involving extra expense, were
ordered to be stopped for the ensuing
year. The reason for such action is on
account of the large deficit that has

accrued to the Board's Treasury.
This retrenchment means not only a

halt on the progress of our Foreign Mis-
sion work, but is in fact a backward step.

"But why such a deficit?" ''Why this

debt?" one can imagine hearing people

say. Is it due to "poor housekeeping,"
extravagance or mis-management? The
true answer to this question is the one
given by the President of one of our
District Synods. "It came into existence

as the inevitable result of a Kingdom
transaction that expanded and extended
more speedily than the liberality of the

Church developed. The work enlarged

faster than our gifts." The writer

assumes that there are criticisms in the

minds of some of our people, especially

now when the cancellation of the Board's
debt is the program. Such as for

example, "doing business beyond its

income, etc." But if our Board is guilty

of doing business beyond its income and
therefore has run into debt, the same
must be said of practically all the Mis-
sion Boards. This simply goes to show
that Mission work, or Kingdom Business,

of man will in the end praise the God of
Missions? This aroused feeling against

foreigners in China, including even the

missionaries of the Cross, will in due time

prove a great blessing to the spread of

the Gospel in all the world.

"The day must dawn, and darksome

night be past."

STEP—WHICH SHALL IT BE?

Moore, D.D.

is different from ordinary secular busi-

ness, and, perhaps, it is well that it is so.

For the element of faith would then be
eliminated ; and without faith it is impos-
sible to carry on Mission work. And I

almost said, that "without faith it is

impossible to please God" when it comes
to the extension of His Kingdom.

I take the position that zve owe it to

our Native constituents to cancel this

debt, and thus avoid the necessity of tak-

ing a backward step. In Japan, for

example, we are praised and admired for

the work which we have done and are

doing, both along evangelistic and Chris-

tian educational lines. The Japanese
Christians and non-Christians have faith

in us and are trusting us. They look
upon our Mission work as a ''going con-

cern," and when the occasion arises and
the opportunity affords, men high in

authority, as recently as the time of the

Fortieth Anniversary of North Japan
College and Miyagi College, come forth

and speak words of congratulation

;

praise the Mission for the good work it

has already done and is doing. We have
received reports recently how at these

anniversaries Governors, Generals, and
Presidents of Universities were present,

and presented greetings; and that the

head of the Imperial Educational depart-

ment of Tokyo and others high in

Church and State, sent messages of con-

gratulation. And that reporters and rep-

resentatives of Metropolitan newspapers
came to furnish reports for the columns
of their respective papers.

It may be a surprise to some of our
people to know that the Japanese, mostly

non -Christians, contributed the surpris-

ingly large sum of cigJity thousand dol-
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lars for the rebuilding of the Xorch
Japan College building, which had been
destroyed by the fire, and for the further

enlargement of our educational plants.

Is not this sure and certain evidence of

the interest in and the appreciation of
the Japanese in the work of the Japan
Mission of the Reformed Church? I am
told that Mrs. Schneder and her friends

have set out to raise the sum of twenty
thousand dollars for the completion of

our North Japan building program. For
this Hvo of the Osaka leading nezvspapers

have each contributed the sum of five

hundred dollars. Another, two hundred
and fifty dollars, and others smaller sums
—an amount large enough to make the

canvassers feel that by continued effort

this sum also may be raised. In the face

of such an outpouring of interest, sym-
pathy and appreciation, especially in the

contribution of such large sums of money
by the Japanese, dare we take a back-

ward step and thus cripple the work and
thereby forfeit this confidence reposed in

us, by a policy of retrenchment which is

absolutely necessary unless the debt of

our Board of Foreign Missions at this

time be cancelled in the way and manner
proposed? Will the Reformed Church
consent to this? I for one cannot think-

so.

This Jubilee Anniversary had its

origin, not in order to celebrate the

Fiftieth anniversary of the Foreign

Board, but the fortieth anniversary of

Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew, as a member
of our Foreign Board and the twenty-

fifth as its Secretarv. It was under his

administration that this great progress of
our Foreign Mission work took place. It

was his faith, his courage and the vision

he had of worldwide evangelization

which imder God's blessing made our
Alission work in Japan so prosperous.

The Church through the General Synod
and all the District Synods, through
Classes and the congregations, and the

entire church membership, adopted this

plan to honor the man, and to appreciate

the great work that was done under his

leadership. Recently many kind things

in reference to our honored secretary

have been written and published in the

Church papers. These I heartily endorse.

If anyone wishes to know further my
personal opinion of our much loved sec-

retary I refer him or her to my book
"Forty Years in Japan" as written on
page 201. It was not only to honor him,

not only to show our appreciation for his

self-sacrificing labors, that this anniver-

sary was conceived, hut also to lift a

burden from his shoulders—a burden too

heavy for any man to bear zvitJwut break-

itig dozvn under it.

As I wTite these lines I am transferred

in thought to Kita Yama, a. hill north of

Sendai, upon whose side is a row of

graves in which repose the remains of a

small devoted band of Missionaries who
have given their lives for a cause so dear

to our Lord and to all who love the com-
ing of His Kingdom. From these graves

arises a mute appeal to the entire mem-
bership of our Reformed Church to come
up to the help of the Lord and His
chosen servants. If Dr. Hov of China

New North Japan Col-

lege Building, Senuai,

T \ P A K
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were to write as I am now doing he too

could point to a similar sacred spot on

the hillside where Huping College is

located. There also are graves marking
the resting place of men and women who
have given their lives in the work of

extending the Kingdom of God in

China. From these graves also comes a

mute appeal to every memher of the

church saying—Let not the Cause for

which we have laid down our lives sufifer

or be hindered for the sake of a $1.00
subscription you are expected to give
toward the Board's debt. Several of our
Missionaries have decided to give half a
month's salary toward the paying of this

debt. Now what are you, my brother or
sister, going to give for this most worthy
cause? Remember the Lord loveth a
cheerf ul giver.

ENCOURAGING ANSWERS TO PI

(Taken from an address

President of the National

IN the few remarks which I am going to

make I shall briefly touch upon some
questions which are probably uppermost
in our minds and hearts at this time. The
first question is : ''When will the troubles

in China end so that we can peacefully

carry 07i our work?" This is indeed a

legitimate question. Have we not been
praying for peace and order to be re-

stored soon? But why should we demand
peaceful times and conditions under
which we are to do our Christian work?
Why do we seem to be fretful and
despairing when such conditions are for

the time being unobtainable ? Should we
mark time in our work and wait for bet-

ter times? Do we think that Chris-

tianity as a religion has no contribution

to ofifer to chaotic times and sinful life?

Is our ozvn Christian faith shaken?

Certainly, Christianity is not a luxury
which we can have and enjoy in times of

peace and prosperity, but which we have
to give up for other necessities when fate

is turning against us. On the other hand,

we firmly believe that Christianity does

possess a moral and spiritual power capa-

ble of saving and regenerating individ-

ual and national life at all times and
under all circumstances. It ofiFers the

very curative and recuperative power
which is desperately needed at this hour.

Was not Christ's life a continuous strug-

gle and also a complete victory?

The troubles in China today are sound-
ing to the Christian Movement a call to

duty. We must believe that we have the

power from on high to turn defeat into

victory and to achieve peace and order
in chaos. This is no time for us merely

^RPLEXING PROBLEMS IN CHINA
• by Dr. David Z. T. Yui,

Christian Council of China)

to cry for peace, or to despair when
peace is not promised. If, towards the
present situation in China, the Christian

Movement feels helpless, then the entire

world becomes hopeless and sad indeed.

We must, as Christ's soldiers, accept the
challenge of the hour and march forward
with confident hope to win. The greater
the trouble, the harder we should pray
and fight.

The second question is : ''Should we
uphold the Toleration Clauses of the

Unequal Treaties or be in favor of giv-

ing them up?" It is difficult for us to

understand why this can ever become a
serious question. In the face of the

national movement to abrogate the un-
equal treaties, why are we perplexed, dis-

turbed and worried? Does Christianity

have to depend upon such extraordinary
and extraneous protection for its propa-
gation and power ? Even if we were to

grant that such protection was necessary
when Christianity was introduced into

China, over one hundred years ago, does
Christianity need it now? Religious lib-

erty was enjoyed by our people before
and is now written into the Constitution

of our Republic.

The Chinese people are divided by
many things, but they are absolutely

united in the national movement to abro-

gate the unequal treaties, including the

Toleration Clauses. These treaties are

doomed to go at an early hour never to

reappear. Instead of giving way to doubt,

worry and fear, the Christian Movement
in China should in its own way support

and hasten the fulfillment of the aspira-

tions of the Chinese people in this regard.



.1927] Foreign Missions

The Movement should rejoice over the

fact that Christianity shall soon shake off

the shackles which have heretofore been
looked upon as special protection, and
make its appeal freely on its own merit.

Such an appeal zvill be irresistible.

The third question is : "IVhat should

be our attitude tozvard the Anti-Christian

Movement To begin with, we should

recognize the fact that the Anti-Chris-

tian Movement has been steadily growing
in strength. Formerly it attacked Chris-

tianity on hearsay and at random and
therefore "wasted ammunition," so to

speak. Now, it has been studying dili-

gently Christianity in all its aspects, and
the onslaughts are being directed against

the weak spots of the Christian Move-
ment.

Doubtless, the Anti-Christian Movement
has done considerable harm to the Chris-

tian Movement, and has caused not a few
of us much anxiety and suffering. On
the whole, we cannot but feel grateful for

what it has directly and indirectly done
for us. Briefly, it has greatly helped in

sobering us ; in clarifying our thinking

;

in evaluating our belief and experience :

in overcoming our mental, moral and
spiritual inertia ; in arousing a greater

consciousness of God's love for us, and
in strengthening our loyalty to Christ.

What shoidd be our attitude? We are

of the opinion that it is unchristian on
our part to hate the Anti-Christian Move-
ment, to abuse it, and counter-attack it

in an equally unjustifiable manner. It is

wrong for us to be afraid of it and to

avoid it at every turn. It will be a great

loss to us to be entirely indifferent and
to ignore it as child's play. It is unwise
for us to be merely diplomatic and to

court its favor, rightly or wrongly. On
the other hand, it is decidedly important
for us to study the Anti-Christian Move-
ment and profit by its attacks ; to learn

what it may have to teach us ; and to try

to win, consecrate, and Christianize it.

With God, nothing is impossible for the
Christian Movement and for us to accom-
plish.

The fourth question is : ''Is the Chinese
Christian Church becoming a reality?"

The term, the Chinese Christian Church,
is nowadays being used everywhere b\-

missionaries and Chinese Christians. We
wonder if they realize its full significance.

Are we using the term glibly and with-
out much meaning? Are we employing
it, merely as a substitute for the term,
"Christian Missions," which is now found
rather distasteful ? Are we holding it up
as an ideal never to be fulfilled ? Or, are
we really working for it, and so earnestlv

that we are prepared to pay any price for

its realization? It is not other men but
we ourselves who are to give a sincere

answer to the question : "Is the Chinese
Christian Church becoming a reality?"

Much depends upon our replv.

The Chinese Christian Church is fast

approaching realization. Nothing can
stop or prevent it. May the Christian

Movement in China work hard for it and
welcome it with open arms and hearts.

In the process of realization, there will

be, to be sure, misunderstanding, diffi-

culties, shocks and painful experiences.
With, proper spirit and Christian attitude,

however, we can do much to lessen them.
They may be compared to pangs which in

due time will give birth to the Chinese
Christian Church. The new babe will

immediately fill our hearts with gratitude
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and joy and will banish from our mem-
ory the past experiences, however pain-

ful and unpleasant at the time.

The last question is : 'What is the

place of the missionary in the Christian

Movement in China?" We are not true

to ourselves if we do not at the outset

express our profound gratitude to the

Christian Movements of the West for the

splendid service which their representa-

tives have been rendering in China and
to the missionaries themselves and for the

spirit of love and self-sacrifice which lies

behind the service. At the same time, all

of us should rejoice over the fact that the

time has come when Chinese Christians

are capable of assuming the leadership

of the Christian Movement in China and

of carrying the responsibilities thereof.

We are thankful that this leadership has
been steadily growing in numbers and in

strength. Under these circumstances,

what is the place of the missionary?
The missionary life is the best and

highest gift from the Christian Move-
ments of the West to the Christian Move-
ment in China. We do treasure this best

and highest of all gifts from the West
and plead that this should be made a
permanent gift to the Christian Move-
ment in China. Christian missions may
terminate before long. It is our sincerest

hope that the presence of Christian work-
ers from other lands will never he dis-

continued in the Christian Movement in

China.

PRAISE

Julia Hall Bartholomew

NO MATTER how familiar a word
may be it is always interesting, and

frequently very enlightening, to go to the

dictionary and read everything that is to

be found there concerning this particular

word. By the way—what wonderful and
pleasureful times one can have just

journeying along in a big dictionary!

There are always synonyms to be reck-

oned with as well ; sometimes a large

family connection is discovered, and the

kin folk may prove even quite as inter-

esting as the first acquaintance. So one
may take a rather lengthy excursion if

one visits about among these, and pries

into family secrets. Kin folk often have
interesting tales to disclose concerning the

ancestral traits, peculiar characteristics

and family traditions of their relatives.

Really, words are much like human
creatures ; it is not required that they shall

he very large to be worthwhile, useful or

beautiful. It is spirit, not substance, that

counts most. Perhaps it is not amiss,

indeed may be rather illuminating, to

imagine that vowels represent the spirit,

and consonants the substance of words.
Feeling that I should like to get just a

bit more intimate with the lovely word
Praise, which according to my theory is

perfectly balanced in spirit and substance,

I opened the dictionary. Immediately it

was discovered that this word had at least

fifteen relatives that openly acknowledged

the ties, and incidentally several of them
appeared much more splurging and
pompous than the word under which they
were found. Here was much opportunity
for looking into the shades of meaning of

a good long list. Then, there was also

that nice idea that came, about looking
into the meaning of the words, vowel and
consonant.

But the chosen word is Praise. To be-

gin ; there is the verb—active, transitive ?

Indeed so. One finds that this word is

derived from the Latin, pretio, prize ; and
pretium, price ; a word concerning values.

One is sort of impelled to turn back to the

verb, appraise, which is very definitely

applied to value received, the setting of a

price, the cost to be met in purchasing.

One is thus forced to conclude that when
the suffix is omitted there is much gain in

finer meaning. Now, going again to the

original word, and reading what is found
under the noun, one finds some more rela-

tives and much more text, signifying the

greater importance of this word. One
meaning is given in this way: "Thanks-
giving for blessing conferred; laudation

to God."
Now, some of these several synonyms

do not mean quite the same thing; they

cannot enter into the spirit of beauty and
truth of this meaning entirely ; and some
do not always convey the idea of sincerity.

"Praise is always understood as genuine
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and sincere unless the contrary is ex-

pressly stated
;
compliment is a light form

of praise, that may or may not be sincere

;

flattery is always insincere." So, it is

made very clear that it is Praise, and
Praise only, that should go with one into

God's house.

How very much can be found in the

dictionary, and having gotten this line of

thought so well established thereby, the

next turn should be to the Bible. There
is found great experience with this rich

and beautiful word. Countless times it is

met; and intimately touches every condi-

tion and phase of human experience.

Turning to the Concordance one finds a

long list of references to this word. As
would be expected the majority of these

are found in Psalms, yet they are numer-
ous in other books, and, searching them
out, one comes across many of the most
helpful and hopeful parts of the Scrip-

tures.

If one takes up any Hymnal, Praise

has a prominent place in the list of sub-

jects. And one may wish that this

thought shall be uppermost in the minds
of many who shall write the hymns for

the future. Song pre-eminently is fitted

to be the vehicle for carrying praise to

the Creator; it is certainly one of the

purest and highest gifts of God to man.
It is retroactive, and creates inspiration

by expression. It goes out on the air and
reaches farther than human minds can

dream.
It has now been found in dictionary.

Hymnal and Bible that these three vowels

and three consonants have formed a word

of real significance—even standing quite

alone. A brilliant and talented mind
shows of? best when in company with
congenial, concording mentality. Thus it

is with fine words. So, when the three

—

"heart, lips and life" y.re brought to join

company with praise a fine coterie has

been assembled ; and when all thought is

centered on "laudation to God," the high
goal of human achievement has been
pointed out. Now, there are various

clean, clear paths of traveling towards
this goal, as there are varieties in individ-

ual endowments. Most of all the road
should be a joyous one, and any kind of

asceticism should not cumber the foot-

steps. The happier the heart in experi-

encing the beautiful things of life the

more spontaneous and sincere the praise

shall be. If one can think Praise to God,^

speak Praise to God, and walk in a true

and faithful manner the path leads right

on more and more unto the perfect day.

"Joy is the grace we say to God," a
thankful appreciative soul is ever a happy
creature, and attracts world's sunshine to

itself as it goes along. "We are unfair

to God if we shut Him up in the solemni-

ties, and do not allow Him to have a part

in the lighter gladness of our life. God
is not austere and forbidding. He
answers to and shares in all our human
moods. The laughter of little children,,

and childlike joys of men and women, in

them all the Good Father desires to have

a part." The childlike joys are those that

are free from any of the baser qualities

that maturity can acquire. This does not

mean that the pleasures of mature experi-

El-Kosh, Above Mosul.

Mesopotamia. W'iikrk the

Prophet Xahum is Svii^

TO Be Buried.
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ence should be of the sort that weaken
character or impair intelHgence and re-

tard progress. Joy of life is certainly one

of the Creator's most beneficent gifts.

"Again and again it needs to be affirmed

that Christianity is a religion of joy and

gladness and good cheer. Our Lord Him-
self has left us the example of a soul

uninhibited by ascetic repression, glad,

sociable and thoroughly normal, and
radiant with the cheer that even His pro-

found compassion for human woe could

not destroy."

All true thinkers agree that children

should receive praise for the encourage-

ment of their gentleness, compliance, and
all the sweet characteristics that develop

in their growth and progress. Students

should receive commendation for their

diligence and eagerness in learning.

Friends, companions and families are

entitled to appreciation from each to each.

Naturally the elder and more experienced

take the lead in giving praise to the

younger and inexperienced. This all

seems trite ; at least it is obvious to any-

one who thinks out the problems of life.

But the supreme moments come when
man worships and adores his Creator,

the giver of all good and every blessing.

All the powers of head and heart are only

too small and feeble to do this to perfec-

tion. Yet it is remarkable what powers
develop with the using. This is God's
plan and reward. The voice improves by
singing, the mind by thinking aright, the

eye by viewing nature's beauties and
bounties. As one's artistic perception in-

creases one is capable of seeing more and
more beauty in created things, joy is in-

creased and greater praise is forthcoming.

Cheering words spoken are conducive to

a healthy attitude of mind. Singing in-

creases the capacity of the lungs
;
walking

out amidst nature's finer works makes the

footsteps elastic, and one can go twice the

way that would be dull and lagging other-

wise.

The best place for man's heart expres-

sion of Praise must ever be within God's
house ; which is erected by man for His
service. And Praise is the highest form
of service ; in sharing Praise within His
Courts man reaches the highest of earthly

experiences. Of all the uses of the

Church edifice this one great and pre-

eminently essential feature is worthy of

justifying and calling out the highest

efforts in architecture and music, two of

the greatest arts with which man has been

so beneficently endowed.

''JOTTINGS FROM JAPAN"
SUSPENDS PUBLICATION

Sendai, Japan, Dec. 31, 1926.

Dear Friends

:

The Publicity Committee of the Japan
Mission of the Reformed Church in the

United States regrets to inform all those

who have heretofore received copies of

the quarterly issue of Jottings from
Japan, which were mailed to them from
Japan, that, with the December, 1926,

issue, this publication will be suspended
during 1927. We are obliged to take this

step in response to a request from our
Board of Foreign Missions that we cur-

tail expenses wherever possible.

Very sincerely yours.

The Publicity Committee.
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WHO'S WHO IN AKITA PREFECTURE

FROM the standpoint of statistics, and
in a general way, this has been the

best year the Akita Church has had since

its organization thirty-four years ago.

The reason for it is the steady and faith-

ful work of the Pastor and his wife, Rev.

and Mrs. Matakichi Hoshino, whom, with
their daughters, we here introduce to you.

Mr. Hoshino is little in stature, but great

in spirit. As a pastor he moves among
his flock with sincerit}^ and humility. As
a preacher he is good. His sermons are

well prepared, and always contain some-
thing of an educational value.

Rev. Mr. Hoshino comes from a fam-
ily of no mean importance. His father

was a landlord in possession of many
fertile rice fields in Gumma Prefecture

when Matakichi San was born. About
fifty-six years ago, soon after Japan had
been awakened by the knock of the for-

eigner at her door, the Hoshino family

moved to Yokohama in search of adven-
ture and greater opportunity for the chil-

dren. Here they found adventure, for

both children and parents discovered a

new spiritual master in the Man of Gali-

lee.

Matakichi San was the second of the

family to enter the new faith. He was
baptized in 1883 in the old historic Kaigan
Church. One of the decisive factors in

his taking this step was the earnestness

and integrity of the missionaries and
Christians of that day. One after the

other all the members of the family were
led into the Christian fellowship. An
older brother served the church as a min-
ister many years. At Numata a church
building has been dedicated as a memo-
rial to the youngest brother. A sister,

Miss Ai Hoshino, is the acting Principal

of Miss Tsuda's well-known school in

Tokyo. The mother of these servants of

the Christian Movement in Japan is in

good health, although 88 years old. She
is a faithful student of the Bible, which
has been her guide on the way of life.

Her grandchildren are seventy in num-
ber, and practically everyone of them is

a Christian. This is an unusual record.

It helps to explain the strong Christian

character of our Akita City pastor.

Rev. M. Hoshino and Family, Akita,
Japan

The young Matakichi San was a bright

student, and soon found his way into

Union College, which has since become
Meiji Gakuin, in Tokyo. The venerable

Dr. Ballagh was President of the insti-

tution at that time. Soon after leaving

college, Mr. Hoshino entered the Sem-
inary, from which he was graduated in

1892. Since then his life has been de-

voted to Christian education and the Gos-
pel ministry. Twice he served as Prin-

cipal of Girls' Schools, each having been
for a period of three years. As an evan-

gelist he has migrated among eight

churches, two of which became inde-

pendent under his leadership. Once he
had the honor of being elected President

of his Classis. His busiest and most
exciting years were during the Russo-
Japanese War, while he was pastor at

Hiroshima.
In 1898 he was married to Miss K.

Kato, a graduate of the Kinjo Girls'

School in Nagoya. In addition to taking

care of her household duties, she has

always been an earnest worker in the

church. Gladly she has sacrificed in order

that her four daughters might receive a

Christian education. The oldest daughter

is a skilled pianist, and served as a teacher

of foreign music until her marriage last

spring to Mr. Minekawa, of Nagano.
Miss Sonoko is at present a senior in

Miyagi College, Sendai. The other two.
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Michi San and Rui San, are still at home,

attending the public schools of the city.

From his years of experience Mr.
Hoshino has gathered certain impressions

which are of interest. He is sure that

evangelistic work is more difficult today

than it was when he was a young man. At
that time special meetings were very

effective in winning converts to the new
faith. The number of Christians was
small, so they enjoyed a fellowship which

is no longer possible. Many young men
went abroad for study. Upon their return

they brought new inspiration and life to
the church. In rural districts evangelistic

work is most difficult, but Mr. Hoshino>
feels that this work is of tremendous-
importance, and that it will get easier as

time goes on. The progress of the church

cannot be rapid, and the number of con-

gregations becoming independent will be

small until the Christians of the land get

a deeper desire for indepeudenee and for

tJie spread of fJie Gospel.

1. G. Nace.

MOST RE^IARKABLE LETTER

(Through the courtesy of Hon. Horace Ankeney, our readers will enjoy the

privilege of reading a ^nost interesting letter from the Postmaster at Shenchow,
China, to Dr. William M. Ankeney, our medical missionary in the Abounding Grace
Hospital. This original letter zuas typewritten, hut Mr. Ankeney writes, "I Jtave

tried to give a true copy, punctuation and all. The man never had an English

teacher.'')

My dear Doc.

May I put a straight-to-the-shoulder request to you and not beat about the
bnsh, when I have literally a little fish to fry???

My assistant Mr. Ho has an aged mother who accidentally got her right leg

injured by boiling water two days ago. S'nce then some Sisters of Charity of the
Catholic Mission here have tried to cure her illness but in vain. To put it mildly

her case has become from bad to worse.

Maybe the Doctor, who always has the Cause of humanity at heart, will help-

his patient by prescribing some wonderful medicine to assuage her anguish and pain.

Here, I don't mean to blow your horn but the fact is that "Spring comes round
whenever golden-hearted Dr. A touches his patient with his magical wand(?)"

Will you please hand the medicine to bearer who will present you with the
necessary medical fee.

Thank you very much for this trouble. Hope vour goose hasn't been cooked
yet. Ha? Ha?

Yours very sincerely.

Chuxgteh Hung.

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS

Comparative Receipts for the Month of December

1925 1920
Synods Appt. Specials Totals Appt. Specials Totals Increase Decrease-

Eastern $9,944.70 $1,197.50 $11,142.20 $11,021.01 $495.00 $12,110.01 $974.41
Ohio .^.5.34.90 672.50 0.207.40 0.142.70 748.35 0.891.05 083.05
Northwest 1.3.15.15 1.355.15 S50.12 97.47 947.59 $407.5ff

2.795.14 515.00 3.310.14 1.922.84 130.50 2.059.34 1.250.80
4.214.00 1,001.91 5.210.57 4.029.28 1.330.00 5.959.28 742.71

(Jerman of East. 1.409..52 290.00 1.759.52 1.411.50 201.00 1.072.50 87.02-

Mid -West 2.119.84 35.00 2.154.84 1.735.77 10.00 1.745.77 409.07
Misoellaneons 1.905.75 1.965.75 284.00 284.00 1.081.75
W. M. S. G. S... 4.102.40 4.102.40 2.532.11 2.532.11 1.030.29
Annuity Bonds . 500.00 500.00 500.00'

Totals $27.4.33.91 $10,340.00 $37,773.97 $28,313.82 $5,894.43 $34,208.25 $2,400.77 $5,966.49"

Net Decrease $3,565.72:



1927] Foreign Missions 81

FOR YOUN
Aliien e S.

GOD THE ARCHITECT

Harry Kemp

WHO Thou art I know not

But this much I know

;

Thou hast set the Pleiades

In a silver row.

Thou hast sent the trackless winds
Loose upon their way

;

Thou hast reared a colored wall

Twixt the night and day.

Thou hast made the flowers to bloom
And the stars to shine

;

Hid rare gems of richest ore

In the tunneled mine.

But chief of all Thy wondrous works
Supreme of all Thy plan,

Thou hast put an UPWARD REACH
Into the heart of man.

YOUR XAKAMURA SAN

^T^IS twilight in the Pigeon Hills. The
1 sun has just gone down. 'Tis

colder. Moisture is gathering on the

window panes. The trees stand bare in

the nut grove and the orchard. The snow
has disappeared. Cornshocks stand in

neglected rows. And the far-oi¥ town
looks cold, looks lonely.

But within 'tis cozy as I sit here at my
rosewood table. My Airedale pup tries

to catch the sparks from the old ten-

plate stove when I put in a thawed-out
log that sizzles.

And I keep my tryst with Nakamura
San.

'Tis three years and more since I have

seen her, and I yearn for the nearness of

her. She was in my classes "over there"

in English Bible, in History of English

Literature, and in English Composition.

She it was who wrote thus in one of

her early compositions

:

"The beautiful chorus was heard with

the music and the cold night air trembled

with the music."

And this, too : "The clock struck

G PEOPLE
De Chant

twelve. A little waitress yawned behind
her apron." And again, this : "As I

looked around I saw a little girl in a gay
patterned dress and a bright crimson
skirt, running before me. Her short

black hair was dancing on her shoulders

and her red clogs were clattering on the

frozen street." And once, in a character

sketch she described her English teacher,

and the last few lines of that sketch read
thus : "Even though she always looks well

and happy and cheerful, her sensible girls

are afraid lest this tall lady should cry,

being homesick for her mother."
Once, just before class, I spied her

imitating my "swinging-right-arm" walk,

and how chagrined she was that I had
caught her at it, even though I compli-

mented her on her cleverness ! And I

told her more than once that I verily be-

lieved she could smell American choco-

lates half a mile away, because she was
almost always in my study on U. S. A.
parcel post days

!

I was often in her home, and one night,

when her North Japan College brother

was seriously ill, I journeyed out to see

how he was getting on, and somehow or

other Nakamura San and I were nearer

to each other that night than we'd ever

been before.

And then she was graduated from our
English Department at Miyagi College

and went away to become a teacher of

English in a lonely city, where she and
one other teacher were the only Chris-

tians in that large government school for

girls. And her new home was down in

the city slums.

"]\Iy chapel," she wrote me, "has

changed into the girls' library and I am
now a pilgrim who seeks an altar every

day and I find it every day—in the cor-

ner of the building; the reception room,

or the entrance of the lecture hall—all

from which I can see the hills . . . I've

heard the cuckoo singing in the woods."

She took her 85 girls, she and Miss

Chiba, to Lake Inawashiro, and thus did

she describe it all to me : "The lovely blue

of the Lake Inawashiro ! I watched it
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intensely with the girls, whose talk, whose
thoughts and whose imaginations—how
lovely they are ! made me feel that I was
one of them again ! They are eager to

know what kind of girl I was, and how
I lived when I was at their age. The
night at Higashiyama, Miss Chiba and I,

walking through the rooms where our 85

girls were sleeping, and looking into each

one's rosy, sleeping face, forgot all the

weariness, after the day's excitement of

'green' teachers and we slept in a blue and
purple silk bed, full of new joy. I cannot

forget that night."

And she it was, who, during that first

short year, won five girls for the Master
whom she so loyally serves—two from
the home in which she lived, and three of

those whom she had taught.

Nakamura San was the last Japanese
girl to bid me farewell. 'Twas at Shira-

kawa, her school city and she had to wait

until after midnight for my Sendai-

Tokyo train. We said but little, she and
I. Nor did we kiss each other

—
'tis not

the Japanese way—but I shall never for-

get that farewell.

If YOU would be a teacher ''over

there," you, too, will yearn to keep tryst

with YOUR Nakamura San.

I NEVER THOUGHT OF THAT!

STUDENTS the world over are

thrilled at the call of "Lights! Cur-
tain !" 'Tis so during high school days,

and college days, too. 'Tis so in Japan
when for the month preceding "Autumn
Literary" the English Clubs of both

Miyagi and our North Japan College re-

hearse (in English), "King Lear" and
"Macbeth." 'Twas so in China, in far-

of¥ Yungsui, one Christmas, when native

Miao folk practiced religious drama, self-

interpreted.

And so with us. Our societies are not

mere social get-togethers. We stand for

something. We get things done. We
believe in fostering international brother-

hood. We believe in Missions. So why
not put on our programs for 1927 full

measure of plays or pageants and thus

portray to our home church audiences

just what our society means by our "here

and over there" program?

Missions? Yes. Rural work? Yes.
Stewardship ? Yes. Oh ! There's much
that we can give to others. Material
therefor? 'Tis easily obtained. Our
Young People's Department has pro-

vided a list of plays and pageants together

with a bibliography of methods of pro-
duction, including costuming, lighting

and other phases of dramatic produc-
tion. Our department of Rural Work
has material for us, likewise our depart-

ment of stewardship. And our depart-

ment of missionary education can supply

us with plays and pageants written by our
very own Reformed Church folks. Lack
of space permits mention of but a few of

these "here and over there" possibilities

:

The Cross Triumphant (Dramatic
episodes showing the progress of Chris-

tianity in Japan.)
Out of Darkness—Mrs. Annetta Win-

ter (Pageant dealing with China).

Glimpses from the Field—Miss Ruth
Nott (Episodes showing forth our work
among the Japanese, the Jews, the immi-
grants and the Indians).

"Whither Goest Thou?" (a religious

play in one act, given the Samuel French
award for the best play written at the

Summer School of Religious Drama in

1925),
"Aunt Tillie Learns to Tithe."

"Color Blind" (a missionary play in

three acts).

"The House of the Heart"—Con-
stance D'Arcy Mackay (a book of plays).

So, let us act, and with a purpose, and
with our "Lights !" draw aside the "Cur-
tains" of prejudice, of ignorance, of

indifference and through the medium of

our truth-portrayals, more nearly realize

our ideal of International Friendship

and Goodwill.

DO YOU KNOW THAT
A Chinese student at the University of

Pennsylvania won the prize for the best

design submitted for the Parkway
entrance to City Hall, Philadelphia?

Our very own Hood College, Fred-

erick, Md., won a gold medal at the

Sesqui-Centennial "for its promotion of

the cultural and vocational education of

women ?"
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COUNCILS OF HOAIE MISSIONS

THE recent Annual Meeting of the

Home Mission Councils considered
the theme, ''The Responsibility of the

Church in Rural Communities." Leaders
who have experimented with conditions

in the rural field, as analysts do in a lab-

oratory, brought specimens of programs
suited to underchurched communities,
overchurched towns, the larger parish
and recommendations for denominational
support of co-operative helpers such as

deaconesses and Christian workers. The
program was built on that vital challenge

of Home Missions
—

''To Reach the Un-
reached."

All addresses and discussions were
characterized by a concentration, an
earnestness and a determination to give

the good things of the Kingdom impar-
tially to city and country folk, especially

to the coming generation. A huge task

because the training of this generation

has designated the city as the goal for

the brilliant preacher. Even the village

and small town are looked upon with
more favor than the open country.

When men—Dr. Malcolm Dana, Dr.

Warren H. Wilson, Rev. Ralph A. Fel-

ton and others—bring plans for the rural

field, reasonable business-like, scriptural

plans which they have put into operation,

it is quite natural that such plans would
be approved by denominational represen-

tatives who make up the interdenomina-

tional body. Indeed it is not difiicult to

put across plans of co-operation in an
interdenominational meeting because the

group thinks in that channel.

The past years have held their lessons.

Leaders of thought have learned that

while recommendations of co-operation

can be put across in interdenominational

meetings it is quite a dif¥erent proposi-

tion to put them into practice. The
operation must take place where mis-

sions and missionaries hold tenaciously

to tradition and denominationalism

;

where the missionary's judgment is often

biased by fear that he may be without a

parish. The missionary who clings to a

mission has little vision and is not the

sort of person to represent his denomina-
tion anywhere. Herein lies the tragedy :

he never associates with the men who see

visions. Very straightforward questions

were asked on methods of handling such
situations in the local field.

Dr. Colin G. Young of Canada, re-

viewed the struggle of the Presbyterian,

Methodist and Congregational Churches
to so adjust their relations that one de-

nomination would serve a given com-
munity; the discontent which accom-
panied that plan ; then the final triumph
of coming together in the United Church
of Canada.

The United Church of Canada sets the

pace in its rural program. It looks upon
the vast Northwest as its field. It has

established a policy by which it will pro-

vide missionaries to the entire field in a

given number of years. According to its

plans, a certain number of parsonages
are built each year on frontier areas, then

a missionary with a salary of $1,800 is

sent there to "have and to hold" that area

as his parish.

Canada's achievement shows a com-
prehensive study of the entire country, a

mapping out of areas for parishes, etc.

So far our surveys have been spasmodic,

our experiments detached. May we not

hope for a complete readjustment in the

scheme of ministering—for the time

when strong, scholarly men, who love the

open country, will remain country pas-

83
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tors, when equal remuneration, honor,

prestige and privilege will come to min-

isters because of what they do instead of

where they live.

PRAYER ON THE MARCH PAGE
OF THE PRAYER CALENDAR
Miss Lydia A. Lindsey, the writer of

the prayer for March, and one of our
representatives in Japan, is at present in

the United States. During a previous

furlough, Miss Lindsey addressed many
of the Alissionary Institutes and con-

ducted classes at the Summer Missionary
Conferences, endearing herself to the

whole church. She is a native of Cherry-

vale, Kansas, and received her Master's

degree from the university of that state.

As a member of the faculty of Miyagi
College, Sendai, Japan, Miss Lindsey,

who is chairman of the Women's Evan-
gehstic Committee, directs the training of

the Bible W^omen and the sending out of

the Japanese women to do evangelistic

work.

FEDERATION OF WOMEN'S
BOARDS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS
We have just had this word from rep-

resentatives at the Federation of

Women's Boards. ''The meetings were
well attended and so fine." The reports

of the proceedings will be made by Miss
Greta Hinkle, Student and Literature

Secretary, and Miss Helen Trescher, Sec-

retary' of Mission Bands and Girls' Mis-
sionary Guilds.

An address delivered before the Coun-
cils for Home Missions appears in this

issue. "As Youth Sees It," by Cecil Hed-
rick, '26 Southwestern College, Winfield,

Kansas, at present a student in Union
Seminary.

(Continued from Page 58)

attention, or newcomers who would
appreciate a call. Finally we can endeavor
conscientiously to practice the Golden
Rule in our dailv living.

—

Calendar, First

Church, Charlotte, N. C, Rev. J. W.
Myers.

PLEASE RENEW YOUR
SUBSCRIPTION PROMPTLY!

THOUGHT NUGGETS
Dr. ]\Ialcolm Dana said "In grappling

with sectarian sins we talk co-operation
without making much sign of working
co-operation.

5k 5fS >k

''The first task of Home Missions is to

reach the unreached."
ik >k 5k

"The World War called women from
home-making into the vortex of industry

and the women have never gotten out of

the sphere to return to home-making."

Reported by JNIiss Georgiana Garden,
of the Department of Rural Education
for the State of California, from a con-
versation with a Superintendent of Pub-
lic Schools. He said, "The child is sub-

normal." I looked into the moody face

of the lad and said, "Where did you live

before you came here?" His answer, "In
prunes" was quite ordinary. Migrant
terms rarely give names of definite places

but "in prunes," "in apples," "in hops,"

etc. "The boy was almost fifteen. Born
in Spain, he had lived in Paris, New
York, Colorado, Mexico, California." In

all of those places he had rolled most
likely from pillar to post and back again.

In no place had he time to get fixed in

any school. He was in the third grade.

Just one of the millions of migrant chil-

dren and he within six years of citizen-

ship.

American children of the white race

would have a valuable lesson in overcom-
ing excitable or highly strung nerves if

their training was given by American
Indian teachers. So says Miss Frances
Dinsmore in her book, "The American
Indians and their Music." Miss Dinsmore
gives one of their musical games of

silence for children. Its object is to

teach Indian children control under
excitement.

On December 15, 1926, Dr. W. H.
Grenfell, missionary explorer and doctor

and his wife returned to Labrador loaded

with gifts. The most wonderful gift of

all is the yacht "Foam," whose owner.

Captain Kirby, is volunteering to com-
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mand the vessel to the frozen north in

order to maintain hospital service around
the Labrador Coast.

Representatives from the W. M. S. G.
S. to the Annual Meeting of the Federa-
tion of Women's Boards of Foreign Mis-
sions which convened at Atlantic City
were Mrs. Irvin W. Hendricks. Miss
Carrie M. Kerschner, Miss Greta Hinkle,
Miss Helen Trescher. Mrs. W. R. Herb-
ster who was to take the place of Mrs.
Anewalt was not able to attend. Repre-
sentatives to the Council of Women for

Home Missions were Mrs. B. B.

Krammes, Miss Kerschner and Mrs.
Lentz. Regrets were received from
Mrs. Joseph Levy and Mrs. Abram
Simmons.

^ ^ ^

Miss Helen Trescher, Secretary of

Mission Bands and Girls' Missionary
Guilds, will do field work in the East until

after the meeting of the Educational
Commission in February. Miss Trescher
has a number of speaking engagements.

ABOARD THE PRESIDENT
PIERCE

BY the time this is read, we trust our

President, Mrs. Anewalt, will be
home again. The following extracts

have been taken from a letter written on
Board the President Pierce. Many
statements reflect the critical conditions

existing in China. In the last issue of

The Outlook oe Missions we referred

to a statement in a letter written from
Mukden where Mrs. Anewalt and her

party were waiting to take the train for

Peking. When that letter was written

they expected to sit up during the entire

trip. Mrs. Anewalt says, "On the trip

by rail from Keyo to Peking it was
proven to us quite clearly that war was
going on in China. The train was
crowded night and day with a motley
crowd, including many soldiers. The
trainmaster wanted to hold us at Muk-
den two days. We insisted on going on
even at the risk of sitting up all night.

Fortunately two compartments were
found and we were much more com-

fortable than we had any right to expect.
I suspect that some of the soldiers who
slept in the corridor of our cars were
made to give up their compartments.
Even the platforms of the coaches were
filled with men. We called on Dr. Marion
Firor in the hospital of the Rockefeller
Institute, also on Josephine Tang, a

medical student at the same place. One
of our societies in the Potomac Synod is

helping Miss Tang through the medical
school.

"From Peking we took the train to

Tientsin; from there, after a day stop-

over, we took the train to Nanking. Here
we traveled comfortably, but trains and
railroads were well guarded. Soldiers

with fixed bayonets were stationed at

each end of every car with armed soldiers

and armed police at all the stations. At
Nanking we visited the Language School
where we met our four young mission-

aries, Mr. Tisinger, Mr. Ehman, Miss
Detweiler and Miss Flenner. From the

Language School we drove to Ginling

College. Ginling is beautifully located

and the buildings are new and well plan-

ned. Miss Vantrain, whom I met in

Atlantic City last January, was there and
took us through the buildings. President,

Mrs. Thurston, was absent from Ginling
at the time of our visit. She was attend-

ing a conference at Shanghai where I

saw her later. She invited me to a dinner

with six other guests—all Ginling Com-
mittee and Board of Control j)eople.

Two of these were Ginling College grad-

uates. Mrs. Roys and Miss Gertrude
Shultz were also at Mrs. Thurston's din-

ner.

"W^e left Shanghai on the President

Pierce, November 25 ;
stopped less than

24 hours in Kobe, where we went to see

the children of our missionaries who are

in school there. Took the children on

board ship for dinner. Next stop was
Yokohama. We went home with Dr. and

Mrs. Miller for the night—Dr. Schneder,

Dr. ]\Iiller, Misses Pifer and Cook came
to Yokohama to see us sail. We had

many letters, telegrams and one radio

from the missionaries, wishing us bon

voyage."
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WHAT DO WE ANSWER?
Do you knozv that:

Friday, March 4th, is the Day of

Prayer for ^Missions?

The service is called 'Trav Ye There-
fore"?

Reports have come from 47 States and
from Canada telling of the 1926
observance ?

About 650 cities and communities sent

their contributions to the Council

of Women for Home Missions or

to the Federation of Women's
Boards of Foreign Missions for

Farm and Cannery Migrants,

Christian Literature for Women
and Children of the Orient or

Union Christian Colleges of the

Orient ?

Religious \\^ork Directors in Indian

Government Schools is the new
object for contributions ?

Do you hope that:

Many women will follow the Cycle of

Prayer ?

Daily Prayer will become with the

women of the world a fixed habit?

The women of all denominations and
every race will meet for prayer on
March 4th?

Do you believe that:

A great blessing came to the woman in

the small middle west town who
sent this message : "The Day of

Prayer was observed in my own
home. I enclose the offering of

40 cents to be divided between the

home and foreign objects"?

Pastors comment on the spiritual value

of the observance of the day and
the inspiration brought to their

churches ?

There is a longing in the hearts of the

women of the world for a Day of

Prayer ?

CLOTHING FOR ELLIS ISLAND
Mr. Raymond E. Cole, chairman of the

Ellis Island Clothing Committee, calls

attention to conditions as follows : 'There

are larger numbers of warrant cases at

Ellis Island than ever before. In one
month 1,063 were deported by the

United States Bureau of Immigration-
according to its commissioner general,

Harry E. Hull. This number was 34 per
cent, above the average for the preceding

ten months. Over half of them were sent

back for being on American soil without
proper visa. This has caused congestion

in the warrant room of detention at Ellis

Island. Families, women and children,

and men are all arrested to be deported
without opportunity and time to provide

themselves with proper clothing and other

necessities of life. The religious agencies

at Ellis Island and their workers have
found themselves unable to secure enough
donations of clothing to meet the urgent

demand.''

In an eft'ort to secure sufficient suit-

able clothing for immigrants at Ellis

Island, the General Committee of Immi-
grant Aid which comprises seventeen

constituent organizations having repre-

sentatives at Ellis Island, has appointed

a Clothing Committee, which \\\\\ grate-

fully receive all contributions of clothes

or money. Clothing can be sent direct by
parcel-post to ''Clothing Committee,"
Mr. Neubau, Social Service Department,
Ellis Island, New York. Checks can be

mailed to Thomas Mulholland. Treas-

urer, 61 \Miitehall Street, New York.

TEMPERANCE
DEPARTMENT

Mrs. C. C. Bost, Secretary

IF you have received a copy of "Findings

on Prohibition for 1926," be sure to

read it at your monthly meeting.

'Tnstructions to Local Secretaries" have

been sent to the Synodical Secretaries

also. If you have not received a copy of

both these leaflets, ask your Classical Sec-

retary of Temperance for a copy. It was
intended to have a questionnaire sent out

each year of the triennium, but after

further consideration and consultation, it

seems best to send this at the end of the

three years only. It is very gratifying to

see the interest shown in this department

and we feel sure it will continue.
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WHILE WAITING FOR A CONVOY
Changteh, Hunan, China,

November 16, 1926.
Dear Friends

:

The blue-weighted, grey-feathered
clouds, screening off brighter skies, the

slow waving of tree branches, and the

low, long dip of heavy birds in flight

across the grey haze of ponds, fields and
one-colored houses have a look of ap-
proaching winter. The natives are wear-
ing two, three or four layers of clothing.

But some are barefooted, many are bare-

legged, wearing straw sandals for shoes.

Over on a river dyke, not far from here,

I see a bare-legged man sitting on the

back of a water bufifalo. Another bare-

footed man is letting a fish net down into

a small nearby pond. They are cold,

probably, but long years of meager exist-

ence has taught them to endure. Despite
the dull background of the general scene,

there are a few patches of bright green
vegetable gardens. They are paradoxes
to the color of winter scenes, and remind
one of paradoxes in Chinese life—whose
number is great.

Thanksgiving approaches and Christ-

mas is not far away. Let us wish you a

Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New
Year. Since our two Christmases in

the States, it seems difficult to imagine a

Christmas time here. Our greater dif-

ficulty is, however, to plan where we are

going to be at Christmas time. We hope
we are not here, and we doubt if we will

be there, supposing that THERE is

Shenchow.

At present, Mrs. Beck and four chil-

dren, Miss Zierdt, Mr. Snyder and I are
delayed here in Changteh. Mr. Snyder
and I have been here one month. Peo-
ple from other missions are similarly

delayed. There has been no convoy of

boats since the capture and release of
Miss Weil, Miss Koebbe and Mr.
Beck. The American Consul has strictly

ordered no travel unless with convoy.
The convoy has been scheduled to leave

almost daily for the last two weeks. We
have loaded all of our baggage on the

boats and have twice prepared bread and
supplies for the three weeks' trip to

Shenchow. Eggs, chickens, rice, pota-

toes, lard, etc., etc., have been bought and
put on the boats. Missionaries here in

Changteh have been kindly housing and
feeding us, and we are comfortable and
happy in their fellowship, but we can't

get settled to doing any consecutive work
or study because we expect to leave at

any time. It seems that the present mili-

tary commander of the district has not

enough soldiers to guard the convoy of

60 or 100 boats through to Shenchow,
and he is not on sufficiently good terms

to consult with smaller district officials

and have them relay the boats through
bandit territory. The folks who went up
before and were robbed would probably

assure us that bandits and soldiers are

synonymous, and that paying for an
escort practically means that ransom is

being paid ahead of time. Since there

are about twenty-seven foreigners wait-

THE QUIZ
1—Where is it easy to accept plans of interdenominational co-operation? Where dif-

ficult to put across?

2—What stipend is assured the frontier missionary by the United Church of
Canada?

3—Miss Dinsmore calls attention to what kind of a game?
4—Day after Thanksgiving, what children ivere guests aboard the S. S. President

Pierce?
5—In the Literature Chat certain funds are recommended as safe—7i'hat are they?

6—The President of a girls' college zvritcs of a special occasion—wJio is he and of
zvhat college is he the head?

7—Chinese kindergarten children can nozv be taught our Christmas hymns. What
has made this possible?

S—November 16, in Changteh, China, 27 foreigners were waiting for what?
9—Complete the sentence, ''The first task of Home Missions is—"

10—Give Mrs. D. W. Fleming's quotation from Betty Webb's article.
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ing to go with this convoy, we trust that

the ransom which we prepay will be suf-

ficient to divide among various groups,

so none will have need of robbing boats.

But winter time is coming and some of

those unpaid soldiers will be suffering for

clothing and food. A report was sent to

us last night that the boats were to leave

today. Mr. Snyder has gone to the

officials to verify the information, but

since he has not yet returned, I don't

know whether we are going to leave to-

day, tomorrow, next day or next week.

We, on the field, are very anxious
about the February Jubilee Fund and are
praying that our Board may rise, freed of

the weight of debt.

\^ery cordially, and remembering the

closer contacts which our year in America
afforded us with the home workers,

Grack Walborn Snyder.

THE MAGIC CITY

Helen Trescher

Atlantic City ! Magic place of roaring

surf, splashing waves, brilliant sunshine,

invigorating air, and fascinating shops

!

Magic in other ways, too. Last week,
when the Federation of Woman's Boards
of Foreign Missions of North America
assembled for the annual meeting, the

most wonderful visions of Truth and
Justice and Service, were conjured by the

wands of these able women. With great

eagerness, and with great open-minded-
ness, they searched for the answers to

these problems confronting them.

One could not help being impressed by
the valiant effort they made to under-

stand and appreciate young people, not

as a problem, but as a force, command-
ing attention. One entire afternoon was
devoted to a group of young people, to

discuss "The Contribution of Youth to

the Family of Nations." What are the

conditions of the field which especially

challenge youth? What are the elements

of foreign missions today, which most
attract youth ?

No magic here—but facts ! In answer-

ing, youth did not put the emphasis par-

ticularly on a ''call" to the foreign field.

The appeal came to them, through a

desire to actually do something. Most
of our young people have a burning,

almost fierce desire to live—to be up
against realities, to begin at the bottom,

and to push away the obstacles with their

own hands. They feel the appeal of a

great service, that has met a great human
need, and often it is this interest that

grips their imagination. There is a

tremendous appeal to the person with the

pioneer spirit, and to those who have a

deep reverence for the truth.

W^hat do our young people want?
They want facts ! They want a goal

!

They want to act ! This was the sub-

stance of Mrs. D. J. Fleming's address,

as, with keen insight to youth's heart, she

told of the discussions she heard at the

Milwaukee Conference. "They are tired

of our blunders, and want to know the

why-why-why of them, and how they

may remedy the trouble." Mrs. Fleming
quoted from an article written by Miss
Betty Webb, "The big question of vouth,

is how to get the dynamic to live. Thou-
sands want to venture out, but they have

no goal, no convictions to back them up."

Again, these women waved their

wands, and seemed to find the answer to

youth's problems, in their own hearts, and
in the home life of their children. "We
have failed to put the atmosphere of

reverence into our own homes. We have

failed to practise the precepts of Jesus

in our own lives, in more than a super-

ficial or half-hearted way. We have
failed to live what we profess." The core

of the problem ! With what humility

these women confessed their share in the

trouble. But that was not the end. Each
woman determined to do her part in

remedying the matter, in every possible

way.

Wonderful plans are being made for

the Day of Prayer, to be observed March

4, 1927. No longer is it a local or state

or national matter. It has become an

international Day of Prayer! Copies of

the programs have been sent out to the

missionaries in the foreign fields, whc

are planning to use them in their sections
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Think of it ! People in Japan and Africa,

in China, and in Moslem lands, all joining

with those in America, in prayer to the

Father of all. Surely great wonders can
be accomplished in this whole-souled
effort to become one, in prayer.

Special effort will be made to have
services for all girls, during the evening
of the Day of Prayer. It is particularly

urged that the girls of all the races rep-

resented in a city, have this opportunity
of coming together before their Father.

There are a thousand other things to

tell about that wonderful conference.

Miss Cora Simpson, Secretary of the

N. A. C, told of a few of her thrilling

experiences as she traveled from one hos-

pital to another, in China. To the young

girl who wants her life to be brilliantly

colored, as well as of inestimable service,

to her, the life of a missionary nurse
offers every opportunity. Dr. Timothy
Lew, Secretary of the China Christian
Council, gave a marvelous insight to the
requisites of a Family of Nations. Every
address was full of inspiration, every
discussion threw new light on the prob-
lems of the missionary enterprise. Every
delegate came away from that conference
filled with a new desire to be worthy of

the honor entrusted them, as leaders in

missionary work, and with a burning de-

sire to have others feel the same interest,

that they feel. It was indeed a Magic

City that we visited.

"THE MULTIPLYING OF THE MUSTARD SEED"

AT the recent sessions of the Federa-

tion of Woman's Boards of Foreign
Missions of North America, the report of

the Committee on Christian Literature

for Women and Children in Mission
Fields was at once the cause of great re-

joicing and heart-rending regret. When
the Committee showed what results had
been achieved with limited funds, the

conference felt that God had indeed mul-
tiplied the mustard seed. However,
when they realized that they were "just

playing around the edge" of the great

Christian task, hearts were sad to think

that the Church of Jesus Christ has been
so slow in seizing opportunities in a wide-

open world.

A few thousand dollars, given by the

Woman's Boards and by the great inter-

denominational agencies form the chief

source of revenue of this Committee.
Year by year_ the gifts for the budget
have slowlv increased from a few hun-
dred dollars in 1913 to about $8,000 in

1926. Conspicuous among the gifts have
been the offerings of the Day of Prayer
Services. This year the Committee
received, as its portion of these Day of

Prayer gifts, $2,050—this amount com-
ing from every state in the Union except

Utah. The harvest from these contribu-

tions, small in themselves but together a

great outpouring for the kingdom of God,
has been truly a thousand fold. Every

year more and more women and children

are learning to read, but alas, in many of
the fields the poverty of books or pamph-
lets for Christian people is appalling. In

such lands, a Christian book brings a new
"light of love."

Careful statements are prepared each
year, showing just how the budget is

spent. Some of the accomplishments fol-

low. In China, "Happy Childhood," the

monthly magazine of sixteen pages with
stories, puzzles, Sunday School lesson

comments and many features which
appeal to young and old alike, reaches

approximately 950,000 readers. The staff

prepares, also, picture sets and books
which go to almost every province in

China. Other publications in this coun-
try are "The Women's Messenger," a

home magazine for Chinese women, and
"A Book of Christmas Music" prepared

by a young Chinese kindergartner and
made possil^le by a grant of S500.

The "Treasure Chest," inil)lishcd in

three vernaculars of India—two new
vernacular editions have been requested

and one-half expense guaranteed, reaches

about 15.000 children in these language

areas.

Eager Jajxuiese boys and girls are

seeking for reading matter and are find-

ing an abundance of bad material. A
paltry $300 yearly has been used to dis-

tribute free copies of **Ai no Mikari"
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among young and old, rich and poor,

from whom it receives a warm welcome.
So does "Shokoshu," a little Sunday
School paper for the younger ones.

It is hoped that sufficient funds will be

available to make possible the publication,

in Constantinople, of a new magazine for

Moslem young people.

Mrs. Peabody's beautiful little book,
'Trayers for Little Children" has been
printed in Chinese and in two vernaculars

of India. This fact will be of interest to

the many boys and girls in America w^ho

have enjoyed it.

Why shall urgent calls for material
suited to the needs of women and chil-

dren continue to be unanswered when
only $50 will publish a book by which
thousands of hungry minds may be fed
and even a $10 gift may be enough to put
a helpful pamphlet in circulation? The
proposed budget for this Committee dur-
ing 1927 is $10,000. On the current bud-
get leaflet of the W. M. S. G. S., under
Foreign Thank Offering, you will find

the item—Christian Literature for For-
eign Lands—$125.00. In this way, as
well as in the Day of Prayer Offerings,
we are having a share in a great work.

RURAL LEADERSHIP AS YOUTH SEES IT

Cecil Hedrick

I
COULD wish nothing better as the

objective of the rural church program
than the interdenominational emphasis
which has been stressed in the admirable
presentation which has just preceded
mine. It tempts me to place my fourth

point first, but since outlines are as they

are, I shall give interdenominationalism
its due emphasis at the proper time.

The first qualification of a leader in a

rural church is that he love people. So
many pastors love only their work, their

preaching and being in a position of pres-

tige in the community. But this is not

sufficient ; he must be a part of their life.

If their factions divide them into groups
his love for everyone must transcend the

differences. He thereby becomes a

sociaHzing factor in the community weld-
ing together all of its elements. Shaking
hands with one person in one group and
with equal emphasis someone of another
group, he demonstrates and lives the life

and attitude which the community needs.

If it be an agricultural community, his

interests must be agricultural. Aloof-
ness from the people and their work is

fatal. If the pastor loves every indivi-

dual in his community, especially the out-

casts, he has gone a long way toward
ushering in the spirit which he wants to

dominate the minds of the people, "That
ye love one another."

I contend, further, that a rural pastor's

chief interest should be in the young

people of the community. Some wonder
how the older people can fit into a church
program built definitely for the young
people, and my answer is that the young
people constitute the field of service for
the church. In most rural churches
there is no industrial problem and many
times no racial problem, but there are
always young people who will respond to

interest taken in them and there are
always older people who will take up the

challenge. Summer conferences and
mid-winter institutes are decided contri-

butions to the lives of young people from
rural communities when they have a
chance to attend. A thorough-going
social program (built to serve the needs
of the young people, not just as bait to

attendance at church gatherings on Sun-
day) is probably one of the largest fields

of service possible for a rural church to

perform for the community. Further-
more, in order to do away with the

danger of letting pastoral calling degen-
erate into calls at the homes of the pious
people only, it is my opinion that the

minister should place an over-emphasis
upon his contacts with the young people.

This type of contact would not be iden-

tical with a pastoral call at the home of an
elder, but it might be more effective in

that it would establish a bond of friend-

ship between the pastor and his most
important group of parishioners, tlie

youth of the community. Even his min-
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istering from the pulpit should be of such
a nature that it will be couched in the

terms of young people and will prepare

them for college thought and outlook.

The only qualification which I feel free

to put upon the thinking and belief of

the prospective pastor of a rural church
is that he be not biased against colleges,

sciences, and psychology. A certain

amount of evolution has to be granted, a

psychological approach to many of the

problems of life has to be used, and for

a minister to so conceive of his religion

that it excludes these facts is only to pre-

pare the soil for future disbelief of the

young person in religion. Rather, it is

my opinion that the church should so pre-

pare the minds of young people that col-

lege life will further establish their trust

in religion and religious people instead of

shaking to the foundations the false

structure which is often so unscientifically

erected by dogmatic statements.

Because of the nature of the rural

community I am convinced that any per-

son going into church work in such a

parish should be an out-and-out inter-

denominationalist. If he is situated in

an open country neighborhood the fact

that the people come from so many dif-

ferent backgrounds makes it imperative

that he speak in terms of the whole com-
munity. If it be a Presbyterian church
ministering to the whole community, let

the name "Presbyterian" be dropped and
the cause of the Kingdom be uppermost
in all appeals for funds. That the funds

go through the channel of the denomina-
tional church is taken for granted with no
more thought concerning that particular

aspect of church life. What I am trying

to say is that an appeal to denominational
loyalty in a rural church is of more harm
than good. If the church be in a com-
munity where there are other churches,

all the co-operation possible should take

place; and in case it is the candid judg-

ment of the pastor that his particular

church should give up the competition for

the sake of the community, let him so

report to the authorities of the church. A
vivid memory is mine with reference to

where our home mission money is spent.

In a neighboring town from where I was
preaching there were six churches and

the one which seemed most ineffective

was a Presbyterian church. In order to

maintain it the Home Missions commit-
tee gave it six hundred dollars per year.

Alany rural churches serving the whole
community without any competition are
giving money to carry on such projects
but are constantly led to believe that

they are supporting mission schools in

Tennessee or Alabama. But these open-
country churches are often denied funds
in the event they feel too keenly the

burden of self-support.

As to the matter of recruiting young
men to enter the rural church ministry, I

am in favor of utilizing college men
whenever possible providing they are of
the type who actually care for other
people, are primarily interested in the

young people of the church and com-
munity, have no bias against scientific in-

vestigation and are interdenomination-
alists. But instead of drawing just from
those who volunteer for such work, I

believe in asking those young men who
have shown interest in church work, are
of clean morals, and have shown ability

in leadership to take over certain par-

ishes as service work. This gets away
from the commercial aspect of wanting"

to preach, it insures against over-piety

and self-consciousness on the part of the
young pastor, and it abolishes too close a

fellowship between the very religious

people of the community and their pas-

tor. To pay attention only to the church-
goers automatically excludes those who-

most need the friendship of the minister.

But to serve and befriend everyone in the
community impartially alienates no one :

it actually puts into practice the principles

of love which we as ministers extol.

The inability to keep competent men in

the rural ministry is j^artially due to the

disproportion of salaries. In my opinion

it is not by the method of pensions, but

bv the method used in the foreign field

that the ministry will reach a Christian

attitude in the acceptance of uK^ney for

providing of life's necessities. The move
which is on foot to bring in a common
sharing scheme of distribution is some-

thing we must push as individuals inter-

ested in the rural church problem.

In closing, 1 return {o the purpose of



92 The Outlook of Missions [February,

the church in the rural community. I

conceive of it as the meeting of the needs

of the people. This means far more than

evangelism. It means caring for the

recreational needs in most communities
and paying attention to those spiritual

needs which cannot be met by merely
joining the church. It must institute the

spirit of friendship and inclusive love,

and free itself from the exclusiveness so

often exemplified by the adherents to the

"saved and unsaved" theories. The pur-
pose of the church must go far beyond
the expounding of theological doctrines

as a means of meeting the needs of the

people. It may mean that each individual

will be treated separately in the working

out of the problems of life which face

him.

IMPRESSIONS OF THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY, ]\IIYAGI COLLEGE

THE celebration of the 40th anniver-

sary of the founding of ]\Iiyagi Col-

lege has passed into history. For a whole
year previous to October 20, prepara-

tions were being made both in Japan and
in the United States for the appropriate

commemoration of this event, fraught

with so much rejoicing and world-wide
benefits.

Autumn could not possibly have been
more gracious than when she granted us

perfect weather for the anniversary.

This was a very decided aid in bringing

us capacity audiences at each of the sev-

>eral occurrences of the week. The audi-

ences, however, were not only large, but

deeply sympathetic and responsive to the

dififerent moods that characterized the

various events on the general program.
The main ceremony was stately and
solemn yet triumphant in spirit. The
numerous speakers on the program either

referred feelingly to the many sacrifices

and the countless prayers that made the

present Miyagi College possible, or

endeavored to enumerate the definite

blessings which the School has brought
10 the individual students to Sendai, to

Japan, and to the world. The Concert,

the Field Day, the Literary Society Anni-
versary, and the Bazaar, all showed faith-

fulness and preparedness in all who took

part. In everything, one could notice a

feeling of joy and deep gratitude to the

Father in heaven for His great goodness
to Miyagi College during these forty

years.

The presence of so large a number
of alumnae, their unstinted words of
encouragement, and their sincere spirit

of helpfulness on every occasion, consti-

tuted, no doubt, the very soul of the

entire celebration. They are the living

fruits by which alone the School can, and
must, be fairly judged. We may well

feel proud of our graduates, spread over
a large part of the world, each in her own
way living the Christ life which she

learned while in School.

The special guests from America and
the Japanese leaders all properly stressed

the fact that the marked success of

]\Iiyagi College was the direct result of

faith in Jesus Christ on the part of

teachers, students, and graduates, and
also that all future aspirations to great-

ness worthy of the name on the part of

the College, must be definitely and whole-
heartedly founded on the Rock of Ages,
the God from whom all blessings flow.

]\Iiyagi College begins the second forty

years of her history with an overflowing

sense of gratitude for what God has

wrought, and with that firm conviction so

clearly expressed by St. Paul : ''For other

foundation can no man lay than that

which is laid, which is Jesus Christ."

Allex K. Faust.

"/ ahvays enjoy every vuiubcr and then hand them on to a friend who
also enjoys them."

Miss Edxa E. BeachlEy, Frederick, Md.
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DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP
Ulrs. John Lent::, Secretary

THE General Synod and the Woman's
Missionary Society of General

Synod have designated the month of

March as Stewardship month. Coming
as it does during the Lenten season, when
we think of the ''great sacrifice" made for

us, we should count it a pleasure and

privilege to study ways in which we can

render some little service for ''Him, who
died."

Our stewardship program deserves

special attention and extra efifort. Make
it as attractive as you can. Our steward-

ship secretaries have an important part

to play, do it willingly and well.

The stewardship essay contest closes

on March 20th. As a woman's organ-

ization we are interested in the future

welfare of the children of the church.

There is no better way to disseminate

stewardship knowledge than to encour-

age our children and young people to

study the subject with a view toward

entering the Essay Contest. Perhaps

your local society can offer a prize to

stimulate interest in your own church.

We are anxious that many more of our

Mission Bands and Girl's Guilds take an

active part in this stewardship essay con-

test. Where the congregations have

never been represented, now is the time

to begin.

Many of our congregations observe

stewardship acknowledgment week dur-

ing March; in this way many are led to

think about God's ownership of their

money. If He owns a definite portion of

this week's income, why not of every

other week's income? If your congrega-

tion does not observe this week, perhaps

the women of your Missionary Society

will give it a trial. When others see the

wonderful results it will be an incentive

for them to set aside a definite portion

of their income for a week or a month or

a year—perhaps for life.

Will the Woman's Missionary Society

nmke the most of this month to push the

leaven of stewardship into our denomina-

tion as a whole so that the lump will be
leavened? We can if we will.

"The voice of the church today is

everywhere calling upon her members to

behold the fields all over the world are
now white unto the harvest and the

laborers by the thousand are waiting
employ but the treasury is either so low
or altogether empty that only a few can
be engaged for the work . . . The day
is now come when her members in large

numbers no longer count their riches by
hundred and thousand, but many of

them count millions, and still the treasury

is empty.

"With the harvest ripe and the laborers

ready and the silver and gold multiplied,

why is the work delayed? It is because
the command "Bring ye all the tithes into

the storehouse that there may be meat in

mine house," has not been obeyed ; so the
church, the Bride of Christ, could not

send forth her preachers and teachers of

righteousness in obedience to her Lord's-

command, "Go ye therefore and teach all

nations, baptizing them in the name of

the Father and of the Son and of the

Holy Ghost? But how can the}- be

taught unless teachers be sent and how
can they be sent without means and why
are there no means? Because we have
robbed God and disregarded His plan."

Chaldean Christian Girls of Tkll Kef.

Near Mosul. Mesopotamia, in Timik

Holiday Attire
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Literature Chat
Carrie M. Kerschner

AT the beginning of a New Year one

naturally thinks of resolutions.

Retrospective impressions are good but

are of little real value unless we decide to

do things dififerently. Some people who
have a checking account at a bank draw
so heavily day after day that they have a

very small reserve at the end of the

month. What they need to do, if they

are ever to have any financial strength, is

to build up their reserve.

After all, is not the building of reserves

the great thing one should strive for as

one grows older—financial reserve—in-

tellectual reserve—spiritual reserve?

For example, you have had four suc-

cessful months in your Missionary
Society, in your Girls' Guild, in your Mis-
sion Band. You have drawn *

'checks"

upon your intellectual reserves during all

this time. Do they need building up at

this, the best period of the year for Mis-
sion study? Then get the supply of

study books, leaflets and other helps at

once. You can never draw on the stock

at the depositories too heavily. There is

no "service charge" if you do, but of

course Christ's children pay their bills

promptly and often send money with

orders.

The book for Intermediates entitled

''Tales from Moslem Lands" has been
off the press several weeks. It sells for

40c and is intended primarily for leaders.

Refer to previous issues of The Out-
look for announcements about other

study books. Suggestions to leaders, 15c,

are available for all of the adult and
senior books.

If your Mission Band reserve is run-

ning low, order "Letter to Mothers of

Tiny Tots." This shall be used as a

personal letter for Mission Band leaders

to send to mothers of tots who should

belong to the Band. Price, 3c each ; 30c
per dozen. Children love games. "Across
Africa with Livingstone" is one from
which much geographical and missionary

knowledge will be acquired. Easy to

play, it will appeal to all "Banders." 60c
postpaid.

Perchance your spiritual reserves need
"building up"? The Prayer Calendars,

25c each
; $2.00 per dozen, will aid you

in this and so will "Prayers for Women
Workers," $L25 ;

"Prayers for Girls,"

35c; "Prayers for Boys," 35c, and
"Prayers for Little Children," 25c. The
Day of Prayer material is ready. Every
classical president has received a letter

with samples of the "program" and
"call" and has sent similar letters and
samples to each local president. Isn't it

thrilling to know that Christian women
all over the world will unite in Prayer
for Missions on March 4th ! Programs
are 2c each; $1.75 per 100 lots. Fifty

programs will cost $1.00. On each

"Call" there is a "Cycle" of prayer to be

used from now until March 4th. The
"Retreat" sells for 10c and is intended

for leaders. Please order early so there

will be no disappointments.

If your supply of Thank Offering

Boxes needs to be replenished remember
they are to be ordered from either deposi-

tory. They are free, but it helps if post-

age is sent.

If you have attended to the strengthen-

ing of your intellectual and spiritual

reserve the "building up" of the financial

reserve of your society will be assured.

Eastern and Potomac Synods should

order from Carrie M. Kerschner, 416
Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, Phila-

delphia. All other Synods should order

from the Woman's Missionary Society,

2969 W. 25th Street, Cleveland, Ohio.

IMPORTANT!
Dear Statistical and Department Secre-

taries:

We have begun the last quarter of our

year's work and are facing the time for

the gathering of reports. If we are to

have good, accurate reports, we must
begin to think seriously about them nozu.

Each officer must do her work promptly

and according to instructions.

Every year the Statistical Secretary of

W M. S. G. S. has had to correct

numerous mistakes and has been caused

great anxiety by secretaries being late in
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sending in reports. Last year it was nec-

essary for her to send telegrams and use

the long distance telephone in order to get

her own report completed in time for

printing. This means a needless and in-

estimable waste of time, money and
energy.

A noted educator said recently, "Tardi-

ness and irregularity are costly. They
cause an inestimable loss to any system

—

school, church, home or the business

world."

Therefore, we challenge you—you.

Statistical Secretary
;

you Department
Secretary—to help us to set and reach a

new-old goal this year :

Every report verified by Classical and
Synodical officers, before it is passed onto

the higher organization.

All reports forwarded on scheduled

time.

Not one report late. Nobody Tardy.
That the time for sending in reports

may be clear to both Statistical and De-
partment Secretaries, we call your atten-

tion to Cabinet ^Minutes, 1925. page 62,

Section 25 :

'All local reports by April 1st; all

classical reports by April 10th ; all Synod-
ical reports by April 15th; all General

Synodical reports by April 20th ; all re-

ports for the Statistical Secretary, W. M.
S. G. S., by May Ist."

The Classical Statistical Secretary

gathers her report as follows

:

Aloneys of each local society from
Classical Treasurer; Membership from
Classical Secretary of Organization and
Membership ; Girls' Missionary Guilds

from Classical Secretary of Girls' Alis-

sionary Guilds; Mission Band from
Classical Secretary of Mission Bands

;

Life and In Memoriam Members from
Classical Secretary of Life and In Me-
moriam Members; Thank Offering from
Classical Secretary of Thank Oft'ering.

Each secretary should make three re-

ports—one for Classical, one for Synod-
ical and one for her own file.

Classical or Synodical Life and In

Memoriam ]\Iembers should not be re-

ported in the General Life and In Me-
moriam column.

Let us not forget that the apportion-

ment for May 1st. 1927, to May 1st, 1928,

will be based on the membership reported

at the 1927 Cabinet meeting. So again,

we urge you to be very careful and
accurate in reporting membership.

Synodical Secretaries will please pass

this information to Classical Secretaries.

Very sincerely yours in His service,

(Miss) S. Elizabeth Zimmerman,
General Statistical Secretary.

Berlin, Pa.

The Mission Band
Lucy Welty, Secretary

WHERE ARE WE GOIXG?

IT IS well for us at the beginning of

this new year to stop and consider

:

W^hat are we doing? W^here are we go-

ing? The following table will tell what
we are doing.

Coiifrre- Mission s. s. M. B.
Syiiods nations Bands Enrollment Members

Eastern 574 87 147.600 3,447

Potomac 318 64 59,856 1.450

Ohio 271 66 57,259 1,'628

Northwest 214 14 14,242 325

Pittsburgh 182 42 29,785 1,247

Mid-West 126 22 19.451 499
German E. 50 7 11,857 175

Totals 1,735 302 340.050 8,771

Is this a creditable record? \'ery

much so for those who can read the above

table and say, ''Our congregation has a

Mission Band, fully organized, well

equipped and adequatelv supported bv

our y\. S."

Where are we going? We are going

straight toward the 100% goal! Our
yesterdays have gone, our tomorrows
will never come.

We have only our todays. "Xow is

the accepted time! now is the day of

salvation." We have only to show that

we are interested in the Missionary

Education of our children. We may not

be able to push this work in our congre-

gation but we can use our influence to

help others to do so. We can speak for

it—never against it. It is not enough to

merely find a leader for this work but we
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must encourage and support her. How
much the future of the W. M. S. depends

on our children ! How much more does

the real religious spirit of the child de-

pend on a missionary point of view. Our
children today cannot be reached, much

less held, by merit cards and New Testa-

ments. But they may easily be reached

and held by the merits of real service and

a New Testament spirit. Who will pre-

pare the atmosphere for the child that

he may "grow and wax strong in the

wisdom and strength of His might."

The following are the New Bands

organized or re-organized since August

1926 :

Zion's, Moraine City, Ohio, members

8; Trinity, Conover, N. C, members 20;

Grace, Jeannette, Pa., members 30 ;
First,

Bluffton, Ind., members 25 ;
Trinity,

Akron, Ohio, members 21 ; Goss Me-
morial. Kenmore, Ohio, members 30;

First, Charlotte, N. C, members 14.

Boys in Our School at Baghdad Taking the
Part of "The Wise Men" in the Christ-
mas Program. Many oe Those Who

Took Part in the Program
Were Moslems

100 Per Cent Honor Roll
The following Societies are 100 per cent—every member a

subscriber to The Outlook of Missions:

Salem, Buffalo, N. Y.

Mrs. Geo. Meinke.

St. John's, Bucyrus, Ohio.

Mrs. E. Fledderjohann.

First, Greensboro, N. C.

Mrs. J. T. Plott.

First, Nashville, Tenn.

Mrs. Thomas Mclntyre,

St. James, Allentown, Pa.

Mrs. Warren Koch.

First. Easton, Pa.

Mrs. M. R. Sterner,

Phillipsburg, N. J.

First, Burlington, N. C.

Mrs. Z. A. Fowler.

Grace, Detroit, Mich.
Mrs. L. H. Franks

Waukegan, 111.

Mrs. S. F. Joyce

St. John's, Whetstone, Ohio
Mrs. C. R. Gibson

R. 4 Bucvrus, Ohio
Zion, Sheboygan, Wis. (J. W. M. S.)

Miss Mildred Schaeve.

Saron's, Linton, Ind.

Miss Bertha Berns.

St. Paul's, Wolf's, Pa.,

Mrs. E. H. Neiman, York, Pa.

Third, Youngstown, Ohio.

Mrs. L. V. Keslar.

St. Luke's, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Miss Kathryn M. Planck.

St. Paul's, East Allentown, Pa.

Miss Sallie Kresge.

Zion's Church, Culver. Ind.

Mrs. Clemmens Miller.

First, Gary, Ind.

Mrs. Chas. Stephan
Christ, Codorus, Pa.

Miss Gertrude Crone



The Future of Our Foreign Mission Work

WHAT SHALL IT BE?

Pastors and members of the Reformed Church are being supplied, as never

before, with the facts of the critical situation that is confronting the Board of

Foreign Missions at this time.

Every effort is being made to inform the Church of an impending crisis,

facing our great and truly hopeful work in Japan, China and Mesopotamia.

Many voices are crying out during the month of February, with a single chal-

lenge : ''Shall we continue this splendidly glorious work in Japan, China and Meso-

potamia, on the present basis, or call a halt and face defeat?''

What Will Your Answer Be?

The Debt of $348,000 must he paid. There is no other way for the Church

to be true to its divine mission in the world.

To refuse to pay it would mean to cut off the support of some missionaries

and throw them out of their life-work. It would mean the closing of some

churches, schools, and hospitals, built up after years of patient and self-denying

labors. It would mean that our Church had broken faith with Jesus Christ, Whose

parting wish was: "Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every

creature."

There is ONE WAY to get rid of the debt, and ONLY one, and that is by

EVERY MEMBER of our Church ENROLLING AS A CONTRIBUTOR to

the Jubilee Anniversary Fund by giving at least ONE DOLLAR.

WHAT NEGLECT WILL MEAN

To neglect to give NOW may mean a RETREAT for the Church, a DEFEAT
for the missionaries, and a DENIAL of the Lord.

WHO OF US WILL REFUSE TO GIVE A LITTLE, TO WHOM SO

MUCH HAS BEEN GIVEN?
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